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DR QUIN, MEDICINE MAN
JOHN QUIN
Surgeons cut, but physicians… what do physicians
actually do? And is it true that other doctors really
call them ‘the magicians’?
John Quin worked for thirty-three years as a
physician for the NHS in both Scotland and England,
specialising in endocrinology. He was told the subject
was easy because ‘hormones – well, they just go up
and down’. This, it turned out, was something of an
over-simplification.
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JOHN QUIN was born in Glasgow.
He trained in medicine there and
qualified as a doctor in 1983. He
worked as a consultant physician
specialising in diabetes and
endocrinology. He has been
writing about art, music and
literature for more than twenty
years for publications including
ArtReview, frieze, The Quietus, The
Wire, Der Tagesspiegel, The
Guardian, the BMJ and The Lancet.

Days on the wards were uproariously funny one
minute, infinitely tragic the next. From tackling
fraudulent medical students to trying and failing
to induce hypoglycaemia in Glaswegian alcoholics
(all in the name of research), Dr Quin, Medicine Man
is packed with vividly told tales of the joy and reward
of getting the diagnosis right, the disaster of getting
it wrong.
Darkly amusing and with a keen eye for the absurd,
this sharply observed memoir is not only an acute
insight into the farcical frustrations and tensions
of working in a chronically underfunded system but
also a timely reminder of the humanity of the NHS
staff who care for us.
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THE ROAD TO MY DAUGHTER
A MOTHER’S EXPERIENCE OF
THE TRANSGENDER JOURNEY
ELISABETH SPENCER
“A beautifully honest, informative and tender
story from a perspective that has been all but
silenced in the public ‘debate’ about what’s best
for kids who grow up feeling as I felt growing up.
Thank you.” PARIS LEES
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ELISABETH SPENCER enjoys a double
life as a writer and professional
musician. Embracing a lifelong love
of all things French, Elisabeth now
lives in south-west France, where
she is currently writing her next book
while continuing to work on a variety
of musical projects. The Road
to My Daughter is her first book.

Elisabeth Spencer’s daughter Milly came out as
trans at the age of twenty-one. Just a few days
later, in one of life’s perfect storms, Spencer’s
husband was diagnosed with an advanced terminal
illness – and so she was set on course to confront
rebirth in the face of death.
In this compelling and poignant memoir, Spencer
recalls her emotional journey over the course of
her daughter’s life, as she struggles first with the
mystery of Milly’s constant unhappiness, then with
the revelation of her coming out, through a sense of
bereavement, bewilderment and guilt, culminating
in her determination to help her child become her
true self.
Written with remarkable warmth, generosity and
honesty, The Road to My Daughter is both a deeply
moving meditation on motherhood and a nuanced
and compassionate reflection on trans issues,
illuminating not only how it feels to witness the
physical and mental processes of transitioning,
and the realities behind embarking on this journey
together, but also what it means to be a parent.
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BEHOLD THE DARK GRAY MAN
KATHARINE CAMPBELL
“Hugely powerful. An exploration of
fatherhood, heroes, war and trauma
from an intensely personal point of view.”
DAN SNOW, HISTORIAN AND BROADCASTER
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DR KATHARINE CAMPBELL was a
neuroscientist before becoming a
writer, working for many years on
the development of pain processing
in infants. She collaborates with
historians across Europe and in
the UK, and with leading experts
in Australia and the Netherlands
on post-traumatic stress disorder,
an illness that affected her father,
especially in his old age. She
also campaigns for the charity
Combat Stress.

Katharine Campbell’s father Sholto Douglas was the
hero of her childhood, an unconventional senior
commander in the Royal Air Force, described as ‘a
gloriously contentious character’. Following
childhood abandonment and poverty, Sholto rose
through the ranks of the fledgling RAF in the First
World War before taking on a crucial role in the
Second as head of Fighter Command and going on
to serve as military governor in Germany in the
war’s devastating aftermath.
But when Katharine was five years old, he began to
be stolen away by strange night-time wanderings
and daytime distress – including vivid flashbacks
to his time signing death warrants in post-war
Germany. The doctors called it dementia, but
decades later, Katharine started researching her
father’s story and realised that she had observed
the undiagnosed consequences of post-traumatic
stress disorder.
A thought-provoking insight into the damage done
by military conflict, Behold the Dark Gray Man is the
story of a daughter’s search to understand the
impact of war upon one of its most charismatic
senior commanders.
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GREATER

FORGING BRITAIN’S FUTURE
PENNY MORDAUNT and CHRIS LEWIS
“Uplifting and highly readable”
TONY BLAIR

“Smart, thoughtful, passionate and funny”
DOMINIC SANDBROOK

“Eloquent, eccentric, hugely entertaining,
at times impossibly argumentative and,
above all, bloody good fun”
MICHAEL DOBBS
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This book is about restoring national pride and
positive politics. It shows that although unity and
division are natural parts of British political debate,
some of this division is caused by a need for
political reform.
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Rights: World

PENNY MORDAUNT is a former
Secretary of State for Defence and
International Development. She is a
former governor at the World Bank,
head of broadcasting for the
Conservative Party and head of foreign
press for the Republican National
Committee. She voted for Brexit.
CHRIS LEWIS is a writer, entrepreneur
and political adviser. His books include
The Leadership Lab: Understanding
Leadership in the 21st Century, which
won Business Book of the Year and
Leadership Book of the Year 2019.

Political institutions have struggled not just to
manage themselves but also to cope with scandals
in the private, public and third sectors. Since the
financial crisis of 2008, leadership across all
sectors has been challenged by the banks and
charities from Oxfam to Volkswagen and the
Catholic Church to the movie industry.
This inspirational book showcases people and
organisations that are achieving great things in our
communities and globally, and suggests a new
approach by focusing on the unity of national, local
and sector missions. It will help illuminate their
service to our country and our communities and
serve to break down barriers between sectors.
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BREXIT UNFOLDED

HOW NO ONE GOT WHAT THEY WANTED
(AND WHY THEY WERE NEVER GOING TO)
CHRIS GREY
“Consistently outstanding analysis of Brexit”
JONATHAN DIMBLEBY

“The best writer on Brexit”
CHRIS LOCKWOOD, EUROPE EDITOR, THE ECONOMIST

“By far one of the best analysts of Brexit”
SARAH CAREY, THE TIMES
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CHRIS GREY is an emeritus professor
at Royal Holloway, University of
London. He has held visiting
professorships at Copenhagen
Business School and Université
Paris-Dauphine and is a Fellow
of the Academy of Social Sciences.
He has written extensively on Brexit,
including an internationally popular
and widely praised blog, and has
frequently appeared as a Brexit
expert in the media.

As we lived through the confusing and occasionally
dramatic swirl of events following the 2016
referendum vote to leave the EU, it was often hard
to make sense of what was happening.
The meaning of Brexit wasn’t agreed by the
referendum and in consequence was defined
through the process of doing it. As that happened,
many of the false claims made for Brexit foundered
on the realities of international trade and
international relations. Brexit was successful as a
campaign movement but was exposed when it had
to be turned into practical policy.
So any actual Brexit that might be delivered was
inevitably open to the accusation of not being ‘true
Brexit’. This set the stage for a sulphurous political
culture which talked of sabotage, betrayal, enemies
of the people, traitors and victims.
The legacy is a deeply divided nation in which many
remain unreconciled to Brexit in any form while, in a
tragic irony, some of those most committed to it are
angry and dissatisfied with what it has meant in
practice. This book explains why that happened.
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CLASS WAR

A TEACHER’S DIARY
‘Twenty-five years a teacher. If I’d committed
a double murder I’d have done less time.’
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THE AUTHOR has been an English
teacher for twenty-five years and
has combined his teaching with a
successful career as a screenwriter.

A scabrously funny look inside the classroom from a
teacher who has had enough of a system that is on
its knees and with morale at rock-bottom. Intoning
his mantra of ‘July, July, July!’, the anonymous
author – still a serving secondary school teacher –
ranges over his teaching career from his student
practice to the present day: from colleagues praying
for a minor heart attack so they can get six months’
paid leave and a foot in the door of early retirement
to the increasing alienation of young people and the
alarming rise in mental health issues and
self-harming.
Reasoning that it’s either laugh or cry, this teacher
does both. Heartfelt and seriously funny, Class War
is a diary account written as therapy, and an inside
look like no other at the pressure-cooker that is a
secondary school.
Hilarious, heart-breaking and impassioned, this is a
book about the value and importance of good
teachers and good schools in a world where lack of
resources and ever-increasing demands place
intolerable strains on them. Class War is a heartfelt
portrait of the profession of teaching and a state
education system where no one should be left
behind but too many are.
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THE CORRUPTION
OF CAPITALISM

WHY RENTIERS THRIVE
AND WORK DOES NOT PAY
GUY STANDING
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GUY STANDING is a professor at
SOAS, University of London, and
is a fellow of the Academy of Social
Sciences. He was previously professor
of labour economics at Monash
University and before that director
of the Socio-Economic Security
Programme of the International
Labour Organization. His books
include The Precariat: The New

Dangerous Class (2011) and
Basic Income: And How We
Can Make It Happen (2017).

When it was originally published in 2016, The
Corruption of Capitalism introduced the concept
of rentier capitalism, whereby a small, rich cadre
controls access to property and profit without
actually contributing to society. In this third
edition of his bestselling polemic, celebrated
labour economist Guy Standing brings his tale
of corruption up to date to encompass debates
around the pandemic slump and Brexit.
There is a lie at the heart of global capitalism.
Politicians, financiers and global bureaucrats claim
to believe in free competitive markets, but they have
constructed the most unfree market system ever
created.
It is corrupt because income is channelled to
the owners of property – financial, physical and
intellectual – at the expense of society.
This classic book reveals how global capitalism is
rigged in favour of rentiers to the detriment of the
precariat and others – an inequity that has been made
starker by the advent of coronavirus. A plutocracy
and elite enriches itself not through production of
goods and services but through ownership of assets
and the privatisation of public services. Meanwhile,
wages stagnate as labour markets are transformed
by outsourcing, automation and the on-demand
economy, generating more rental income while
expanding the precariat.
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INSIDE THATCHER’S
LAST ELECTION

DIARIES OF THE CAMPAIGN
THAT SAVED ENTERPRISE
DAVID YOUNG
‘They say that distance lends enchantment, yet
after many decades I can still feel the sheer
horror of those last weeks of that election and
what would have happened to all we had done
over the previous eight years if we had lost.’
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In ten years, Margaret Thatcher won three elections.
The first saw a woman returned as Prime Minister for
the first time in history; the second crushed the most
left-wing manifesto the country had ever seen; and the
third consolidated the course of the nation until today.
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DAVID YOUNG, Baron Young of
Graffham CH PC DL, is a
businessman and former British
government minister. He lives in
West Sussex.

Thatcher gave the role of running that last
campaign to David Young, then Secretary of State
for Employment, a man for whom it held the most
significance of all three. Young came into government
determined to reverse the worst of the 1970s – oil
price rises, union militancy, the three-day week and
the Winter of Discontent, when for six full weeks
everything closed and even the bodies lay unburied.
As he surveyed the scene at the beginning of 1987,
Young could see the seeds that had been sown over
the previous eight years beginning to grow, but they
were still very fragile.
In lucid, powerful prose, Young’s remarkable diary of
that pivotal campaign puts us in the room with the key
players; brilliantly recreates the gut-wrenching tension,
claustrophobia and sometimes paranoia; observes
how personality clashes threatened to derail the
campaign from within; and reveals a very different
Margaret Thatcher to the one we think we know.
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THE ALCHEMISTS
THE INEOS STORY

JIM RATCLIFFE and URSULA HEATH
Paperback edition of bestselling business title
One of the world’s top forty manufacturing companies,
one of the largest global petrochemicals producers
and the biggest private company in the UK, INEOS
has risen to prominence over the past twenty years
led by three unassuming northern grammar school
boys: majority owner Jim Ratcliffe and his business
partners Andy Currie and John Reece.
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JIM RATCLIFFE is a British chemical
engineer turned financier and
industrialist. He is the chairman and
chief executive officer of the INEOS
chemicals group, which he founded
in 1998. INEOS is one of the world’s
largest manufacturers of chemicals
and oil products, with sales of $60
billion, employing 18,500 people.
He is currently developing a chain
of international hotels. Outside of his
business interests Ratcliffe competes
in marathons and has walked to
both the North and South Poles.

The company’s prolific growth and unlikely success
have reshaped the industry, though its first two
decades have been punctuated by close calls and
hard lessons, as well as unprecedented highs. As
they celebrate the company’s evolution, Ratcliffe
and his management team have opened up on
the major junctions of the INEOS journey and their
insights into business and manufacturing today.
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THE FATHER: A REVENGE

A SON’S JUDGEMENT ON HIS NAZI
WAR CRIMINAL FATHER
NIKLAS FRANK
With a foreword by Philippe Sands
Niklas Frank was seven years old when his father,
Hans Frank, Hitler’s lawyer and governor-general of
occupied Poland, was executed at Nuremberg as a
Nazi war criminal. After years of research, Niklas
reconstructed his father’s life and realised the
enormity of his crimes.
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NIKLAS FRANK is a journalist and
author. He was a reporter for Stern
for over two decades and is the
author of two books about his
parents (Der Vater and Meine
Deutsche Mutter).

This extraordinary book tells the story of a man
struggling to comprehend the unspeakable sins of
the previous generation. But where some in
Germany’s immediate post-war generation wanted
to move on and forget, Niklas Frank wants revenge.
Bitter and unforgiving, The Father is a devastating
settling of accounts; a son’s ‘hate letter’ to his
father in Hell.
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TRUMP

THE HIDDEN HALO
SIMON DOLAN
‘Trump was stupid. Trump was racist. Trump was
sexist. Trump was dangerous. Trump debased the
office of US President, embarrassed his country
and brought America to the brink of civil war.’
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SIMON DOLAN is an entrepreneur
who amassed a £200 million fortune
literally starting from the kitchen
table. His business interests cover
a wide range of activities including
aviation, PR, software and
autonomous vehicles. Having never
wanted to get into politics himself,
he always wondered whether a
businessperson could run a country
better than a politician. In 2016,
he started to find out…

Such is the orthodoxy about the 45th President
of the United States: billionaire businessman,
TV personality and the most controversial American
leader in history. Throughout his administration, the
contempt in which he was held by the establishment
and political left across the Western world near
enough silenced any alternative view. And yet he
came within inches of re-election and would almost
certainly have won a second term if not for the
global coronavirus pandemic.
Undeterred by the establishment’s noisy vilification,
large sections of the American public formed their
own view of this extraordinary character – and they
liked what they saw.
In a quest to redress the balance in what is usually
a hopelessly partisan debate, businessman Simon
Dolan looks behind the media hyperbole to offer a
very different take on Donald J. Trump, exploring the
achievements and traits that appealed to voters in
their millions.
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ALASTAIR CAMPBELL DIARIES
VOLUME 8: RISE AND FALL OF THE
OLYMPIC SPIRIT, 2010–2015
ALASTAIR CAMPBELL
“Hugely gripping”
SUNDAY TIMES
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‘Hadn’t seen much of the Cameron stuff last night
so caught up with it this morning. I felt he did
OK, but no better. Paddy Ashdown called; said
that he was really sad we had not been able to
pull off a Lib–Lab deal, but Clegg had decided
early on. The Adam Boulton row had cut through
big time, people asking me about it everywhere
I went. I watched a bit of the Cameron–Clegg
press conference in the No. 10 garden, but
once the Beeb started saying there was birdsong
in the garden I had had enough. I was worrying
depression was going to set in pretty soon.
It almost certainly would.’

Rights: World

ALASTAIR CAMPBELL was born in
Keighley, Yorkshire in 1957, the son
of a vet. When Tony Blair became
leader of the Labour Party, Campbell
worked for him first as press
secretary, then as official spokesman
and director of communications
and strategy from 1994 to 2003.
He continued to act as an adviser to
Blair and the Labour Party, including
during the 2005 and subsequent
election campaigns. He is now engaged
mainly in writing, public speaking and
consultancy and is an ambassador for
a number of mental health charities.

This latest volume of Campbell’s acclaimed diaries
sees the author, and the country, at a profound
crossroads. Brown is finally gone, and Cameron is in
the ascendancy – with a little help from the Liberal
Democrats. Somehow Campbell must emerge from
the ruins and grapple with his own future, just as
Britain begins its journey into austerity and,
eventually, to Brexit. Volume 8 contains some of
Campbell’s most poignant and thought-provoking
writing so far and is a must-read for fans of this
most accomplished of political diarists.
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MY HAIR IS PINK
UNDER THIS VEIL
RABINA KHAN
“A funny, engaging and moving memoir. Rabina
captures nuances and shatters stereotypes.”
FATIMA MANJI, CHANNEL 4 NEWS

£16.99

It was in 2015, when Rabina Khan was standing
as an independent candidate in the Tower Hamlets
mayoral elections, that a male voter asked her what
colour her hair was under her veil. She said it was
pink. He smiled, so she smiled back adding, ‘Not
really, it’s green.’ This interaction sparked the writing
of an article, which developed into a talk at the
University of Cambridge and grew into her first book.
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RABINA KHAN is one of the most
influential hijab-wearing politicians
in London, serving as a Liberal
Democrat councillor in the Borough
of Tower Hamlets, where she ran a
close second in her bid to be mayor.
Born in Bangladesh and raised in
Rochester, she is known for her
passionate support of causes such
as stopping youth knife crime and
building more social housing. She
has written for The Independent,
The Guardian and the HuffPost
and regularly appears in the media.

My Hair Is Pink Under This Veil reveals how a Muslim
woman reconciles her faith with British culture
to construct a successful political career against
a backdrop of blame, bias, ignorance and misogyny
– including from her own community. It shows
how the hijab has become a symbol of the modern
Muslim woman’s personal style and strength.
Khan’s book challenges outdated views about Muslim
women and shows that Muslims often identify
more strongly with Britain and British values than
most other British citizens. It explores misconceptions
regarding Islam, inequality and integration,
at a time when Britain faces its own issues with
radicalisation, extremism and political divisions.

W W W.BITEBACK PUBLISHING.COM

TWO MINUTES TO MIDNIGHT
1953 – THE YEAR OF LIVING
DANGEROUSLY
ROGER HERMISTON
“A page-turning account of an epoch-changing
year, with unexpected portraits and gripping
narrative details. Popular history at its best.”
ANDREW MARR
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ROGER HERMISTON is a writer and
journalist who worked as assistant
editor of BBC Radio 4’s Today
programme from 1998 to 2010. He
began his career on weekly
newspapers in Kent and Yorkshire
before becoming crime reporter on
the daily Sunderland Echo. He then
moved to the Yorkshire Post before
joining the BBC in the early 1990s.
Roger is the author of The Greatest
Traitor: The Secret Lives of Agent
George Blake; All Behind You,
Winston; and Clough and Revie.

January 1953. It is eight years on from the most
destructive conflict in human history, and the Cold
War has entered its most deadly phase. An Iron
Curtain has descended across Europe, and
hostilities between the United States and the Soviet
Union have turned hot on the Korean peninsula as
the two powers clash in an intractable and bloody
proxy war.
Meanwhile, the pace of the nuclear arms race has
become frenetic. The Soviet Union has finally tested
its own atom bomb, as has Britain. And now, in the
middle of the Pacific Ocean, the United States has
detonated its first thermonuclear device, dwarfing
the destruction unleashed on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki at the end of the Second World War.
For the first time, the Doomsday Clock is set at two
minutes to midnight, with the chances of a
man-made global apocalypse becoming
increasingly likely. As the Cold War powers square
up in political and military battles around the globe,
every city has become a potential battleground and
every citizen a target. 1953 is set to be a year of
living dangerously.
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BAD PEOPLE

AND HOW TO BE RID OF THEM
– A PLAN B FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
GEOFFREY ROBERTSON
“This inspiring book, authored by a lawyer on the
frontlines of the fight for human rights, sets out
a new way for liberal democracies to deter and
punish the perpetrators of cruelty and corruption.”
AMAL CLOONEY
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GEOFFREY ROBERTSON QC is founder
and head of Doughty Street Chambers,
the UK’s leading human rights
legal practice.

At a time when international criminal law is
faltering, the global justice movement must look to
local Magnitsky laws as a means of naming,
blaming and shaming human rights violators.
Sergei Magnitsky was a Moscow tax lawyer who was
tortured and killed for exposing Russian state
corruption. In 2012, President Obama ratified the
Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act,
but this applied only to Russian officials. Although
several countries have extended the law to include
all listed human rights abusers, no initiatives
currently go far enough.
In this powerful book, Geoffrey Robertson tells
Magnitsky’s story and examines the connection
between human rights abuses and corruption, and how
both thrive on links with Western financial institutions,
casinos and even private schools. He argues for a
comprehensive system of sanctions against individuals
and corporations, rather than against states.
Crucially, he points out the advantages of
investigating and exposing tainted wealth, and the
moral force that democracies can acquire if they
take a stand against ‘bad people’ and their progeny
who benefit from ill-gotten gains.
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WHAT A BLOODY
AWFUL COUNTRY

NORTHERN IRELAND’S
CENTURY OF DIVISION
KEVIN MEAGHER
‘What a bloody awful country.’ Conservative Home
Secretary Reginald Maudling’s description of
Northern Ireland after he was sent to close down
Stormont following the Bloody Sunday massacre
in 1972.

£20
320pp

In May 2021, Northern Ireland celebrates its centenary.
This book makes the case that there is little to
celebrate. Northern Ireland has never worked –
politically, socially or economically – and stands
as a masterclass in failed statecraft.
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KEVIN MEAGHER is associate editor
of the political blog Labour Uncut
and a former special adviser
to Shaun Woodward, Northern
Ireland Secretary from 2007 to
2010. He works as a political and
communications consultant and
regularly writes for a range of
publications including the New
Statesman and The Independent.

Kevin Meagher highlights the landmark events,
particularly through the Troubles, and the catalogue
of mistakes that have been made by successive
British governments over that time.
This is a tough but reasoned critique. First, of partition
itself, which has been a running sore, triggering
not one but two civil wars on the island of Ireland.
Secondly, of fifty years of Unionist misrule, where
Northern Ireland was largely left to its own devices in
what remains the biggest experiment in devolution that
the British state has yet seen. Meagher explains how
Northern Ireland curdled into a sectarian state and why
this set the backdrop for the emergence of the Troubles.
This extraordinary book explores the missed signals,
the turning points and the principled decisions that,
at various stages, should have been taken, as well
as the raw realpolitik of how Northern Ireland has
been governed over the past 100 years.
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THE REBUILDING OF ENGLAND
JOHN DENHAM
England is broken and the United Kingdom is
bitterly divided. The rupture of Brexit is a symptom
rather than a cause of divisions, and the tensions
we now face threaten political and social stability
and the foundations of the union itself.
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JOHN DENHAM is the former
Labour Member of Parliament for
Southampton Itchen and served
in the government as Secretary
of State for Innovation, Universities
and Skills and Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government.
He is director of the Centre for English
Identity and Politics at Southampton
University and the English Labour
Network. He lives in Southampton.

In this book, former Labour Cabinet minister John
Denham makes a new and urgent argument exploring
how the roots of many of these British divisions lie
in the exclusion of England and the English from our
structures of governance – divisions exacerbated
by those who have sought to impose their own
cosmopolitan ideals on people who value nation,
people and place, dismissing English nationalism
as a right-wing nostalgia trip.
‘Englishness’ and ‘Britishness’ have increasingly
come to reflect different values. The response must
be the establishment of a parliament for England; a
radical and entrenched devolution of power within
England; and the re-founding of the union as a
voluntary collaboration of nations.
In short, England must be allowed to determine its
own democratic institutions free from the
impositions of the UK state. Unhealed, a divided
England will foster more political disruption in the
future.
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PRIME MINISTER PRITI…
AND OTHER THINGS THAT NEVER
HAPPENED
edited by

DUNCAN BRACK and IAIN DALE

Following the success of Prime Minister Corbyn…
and other things that never happened and, ahem,
Prime Minister Boris… and other things that never
happened, Brack and Dale return with another
twenty-one counterfactuals, inviting us to enter
a world of political episodes that never happened…
but could have done if events conspired.
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DUNCAN BRACK is editor of the
Journal of Liberal History.
IAIN DALE is an author, publisher,
broadcaster and presenter on LBC
Radio. His latest books include The
Prime Ministers: 55 Leaders, 55
Authors, 300 Years of History and
Why Can’t We All Just Get Along:
Shout Less. Listen More.

In this book, a collection of expert commentators
consider how things might have turned out
differently throughout political history – and, in
some cases, might still!
What if Clement Attlee had died during the First
World War? What if Ireland had joined the Allies in
the Second World War? What if Oswald Mosley had
formed the British Union of Fascists in 1931? What
if General Maxwell had not executed the leaders of
the 1916 Easter Rising? What if the Liberal
Democrats had not agreed to a coalition in 2010?
What if Britain had voted Remain in 2016? What if
President Trump had died of Covid-19? And, of
course, what if Priti Patel becomes leader of the
Conservative Party and Prime Minister?
Scholarly analyses of possibilities and causalities
take their place beside enthralling fictional
accounts of alternate political histories – and all
are guaranteed to entertain and make you think.
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THE NEW SNOBBERY
DAVID SKELTON
The Brexit referendum marked the first time in
generations that the working class flexed its
political muscle and helped to change the direction
of the country – against the almost universal
advice of the ruling political, business and
cultural classes.
Three years later, the same voters proved to be
pivotal in the result of the 2019 general election,
with the so-called ‘Red Wall’ crumbling.
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But just as they seem to be important again, a new
and insidious snobbery has taken root in society,
aimed squarely at working-class voters. In part,
this is a reaction to the power of these new voters
and it is also the result of cultural and economic
changes over recent decades.

May 2021
Rights: World

DAVID SKELTON has been a highly
influential figure in politics, policy
development and public service reform
for over a decade. He was head of
research at Policy Exchange between
2011 and 2013, and went on to found
Renewal, with the aim of broadening
the appeal of the Conservative Party
and pushing the policy concerns of
the ‘left-behind’. Skelton has written
regularly for a number of publications,
including The Guardian, the New
Statesman, the Daily Telegraph,
Prospect, ConservativeHome and
The Spectator, as well as appearing
regularly on BBC Radio and TV, ITN
and Sky News.

This rousing polemic explores the roots and the reality
of this new snobbery. It considers how the working
class has been excluded and how this has been
emphasised during the Covid-19 pandemic. It describes
how the working class has been abandoned by its
traditional champions who spoke about empowering
it while building a middle-class movement that left
working people politically estranged; and it sets out
the cultural and educational disenfranchisement
of the traditional working class, which creates
polarisation and entrenches the new snobbery.

W W W.BITEBACK PUBLISHING.COM

NUREMBERG

A PERSONAL RECORD OF THE TRIAL
OF THE MAJOR NAZI WAR CRIMINALS
AIREY NEAVE
“A classic eyewitness account of the most famous
trial in history: an authentic, elegant and
exceptional read, one that draws you back in time
and place.”
PHILIPPE SANDS
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ISBN: 9781785906633
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AIREY NEAVE worked as an
intelligence officer for MI9 in the
Second World War before serving with
the International Military Tribunal at
the Nuremberg trials. After the war,
he became Member of Parliament
for Abingdon. The author of several
highly acclaimed books on the Second
World War, he was assassinated by
the Irish National Liberation Army in
a car bomb attack at the House of
Commons in 1979.

On 18 October 1945, a day that would haunt him for
ever, Airey Neave personally served the official
indictments on the twenty-one top Nazis currently
awaiting trial in Nuremberg – including Hermann
Goering, Rudolf Hess and Albert Speer. With his visit
to their gloomy prison cells, the tragedy of an entire
generation reached its final act.
The 29-year-old Neave, a wartime organiser of MI9
and the first Englishman to escape from Colditz
Castle, had watched and listened over the months
as the momentous events of the trials unfolded.
Here, he describes the cowardice, calumny and in
some cases bravado of the defendants – men he
came to know and who in turn would become known
as some of the most evil men in history.
A milestone in international law, the Nuremberg trials
prompted uncomfortable but vital questions about
how we prosecute the worst crimes ever committed
– and who is entitled to deliver justice. Challenging,
poignant and incisive, this definitive eyewitness
account remains indispensable reading today.
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KENSINGTON PALACE

AN INTIMATE MEMOIR FROM QUEEN
MARY TO MEGHAN MARKLE
TOM QUINN
“A prolific writer of books that explore England’s
history, he uses his expertise to flesh out and
bring context to some of the more recent
controversies to emerge out of the palace.”
VANITY FAIR
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TOM QUINN is the author of The
Reluctant Billionaire: The Tragic Life
of Gerald Grosvenor, Sixth Duke of
Westminster; Mrs Keppel: Mistress
to the King; Backstairs Billy: The Life
of William Tallon, the Queen Mother’s
Most Devoted Servant; Cocoa at
Midnight: The True Story of My Life
as a Housekeeper; The Cook’s Tale:
Life Below Stairs as It Really Was and
many more titles. He lives in London.

For more than 300 years, Kensington Palace has
played host to a colourful cast of kings, queens and
assorted aristocratic hangers-on. A stone’s throw
from the bustling streets of central London, this
grand building has served as the stage for some of
the most dramatic and bizarre events in the history
of the royal family.
It was here that the young Queen Victoria was held
a virtual prisoner for eighteen years; and it was here
that George II installed both his wife and his mistress,
giving the latter rooms so damp that there were
said to be mushrooms growing on the walls. More
recently, the palace has witnessed an extraordinary
series of scandals, from Princess Diana’s bombshell
TV interview with a journalist smuggled into the
palace disguised as a salesman, to Prince Harry
and Meghan Markle’s shock departure – first for
Frogmore Cottage, and then for America – amid
rumours of a rift with William and Kate.
With exclusive interviews with palace staff past and
present, fascinating historical details and a fully
updated postscript considering what life after
Kensington holds for Harry and Meghan, Kensington
Palace: An Intimate Memoir from Queen Mary to
Meghan Markle offers a rare behind-the-scenes
insight into one of Britain’s most iconic residences.
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HOME TRUTHS

THE UK’S CHRONIC HOUSING SHORTAGE
– HOW IT HAPPENED, WHY IT MATTERS
AND HOW TO SOLVE IT
LIAM HALLIGAN
“Liam Halligan is a one-off – a card-carrying
economist, with high-level political access, who
can explain complex issues in readable, vivid
prose. Home Truths nails the how and why of fixing
Britain’s broken housing market – the most
pressing domestic issue of our time. A must-read
across Westminster, Whitehall and beyond.”
ANDREW NEIL
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Paperback
ISBN: 9781785906503
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LIAM HALLIGAN has written his
weekly ‘Economic Agenda’ column
in the Sunday Telegraph since 2003
– which enjoys a wide international
following and has been recognised with
a British Press Award. He also writes
regularly for The Spectator and
The Sun. He is the co-author (with
Gerard Lyons) of Clean Brexit: Why
Leaving the EU Still Makes Sense
– Building a Post-Brexit Economy
for All (Biteback Publishing, 2017).

The UK’s chronic housing shortage is lowering the
quality of life for millions, turning the British dream
of home ownership into a cruel nightmare – not
least for ‘generation rent’. Countless vulnerable
families are meanwhile being deprived of access to
decent social housing, causing homelessness to
spiral.
In this searing polemic, Liam Halligan offers radical
solutions to the most urgent political issue of our
times. Fully updated, with a foreword from former
Chancellor Sajid Javid and drawing on extensive
interviews with Cabinet ministers, civil servants,
leading developers and struggling homebuyers
across the country, Home Truths is a no-holdsbarred critique of the UK’s housing crisis.
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THE KING OF NAZI PARIS

HENRI LAFONT AND THE GANGSTERS
OF THE FRENCH GESTAPO
CHRISTOPHER OTHEN
“Highly readable … A gruesome exposé of the 1940s
French gangsters who did the Gestapo’s dirty
work … Othen tells the story of these repulsive
men and their exploits with brio … He captures
their sordid milieu perfectly.”
SIMON HEFFER, DAILY TELEGRAPH

£9.99

By 1943, Henri Lafont was the most powerful
Frenchman in occupied Paris. Once a petty criminal
running from the French police, when he found himself
recruited by the Nazis his life changed for ever.
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CHRISTOPHER OTHEN is an English
writer currently based in Eastern
Europe. His day jobs have included
journalist, legal representative
for asylum seekers and English
language teacher. In off-the-clock
adventures he has interviewed
retired mercenaries about war
crimes, discussed lost causes with
political extremists and got drunk
with an ex-mujahid who knew Osama
bin Laden. He is the author of four
other books, including Franco’s
International Brigades: Adventurers,
Fascists, and Christian Crusaders in
the Spanish Civil War.

Lafont established a motley band of sadistic
oddballs that became known as the French Gestapo
and included ex-footballers, faded aristocrats,
pimps, murderers and thieves. The gang wore
the finest clothes, ate at the best restaurants
and threw parties for the rich and famous out of
their headquarters on the exclusive rue Lauriston.
In this vivid portrait, Christopher Othen explores how
Lafont and his criminal clan rampaged across Paris
through the Second World War – until the Allies
liberated France, and a terrible price had to be paid.
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SECRET ALLIANCES

SPECIAL OPERATIONS AND INTELLIGENCE
IN NORWAY 1940–1945
TONY INSALL
With a foreword by John Scarlett
“A fascinating and novel insight into British
intelligence and special operations in wartime
Norway. Among a number of important new sources,
Tony Insall has discovered in Oslo top-secret
SIS files which are unavailable in Britain.”
PROFESSOR CHRISTOPHER ANDREW, AUTHOR OF
THE SECRET WORLD: A HISTORY OF INTELLIGENCE
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DR TONY INSALL worked for more
than thirty years in the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and served
in Nigeria, Hong Kong, China and
Malaysia before spending five years
in Norway. He was also an associate
editor of FCO Historians and has
published several books and articles
on Norwegian history. He is a senior
visiting fellow in the Department
of War Studies at King’s College
London and a fellow of the Royal
Historical Society. He lives near
Guildford in Surrey.

In this extraordinary book, historian Tony Insall reveals
how some of the most striking achievements of the
Norwegian resistance were the detailed reports
produced by intelligence agents living in the dangerous
conditions of the country’s desolate wilderness.
A definitive appraisal of Anglo-Norwegian WWII
cooperation, Secret Alliances provides remarkable
insights into the uniquely close political relationship
that afforded powerful assistance for a successful
resistance movement. Using previously unpublished
archival material from London, Oslo and Moscow,
Insall explores how SIS and SOE developed productive
links with their Norwegian counterparts – and
examines the crucial intelligence from the Security
Service and Bletchley Park codebreakers who
supported their sabotage operations.
Offering dramatic details on operations such as
GUNNERSIDE – which targeted the heavy water
plant in Vemork in order to foil the Nazis’ plans to
build an atomic bomb – Secret Alliances is an
authoritative new perspective on some of the most
remarkable exploits of the Second World War.
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SACRÉ BLEU

ZIDANE TO MBAPPÉ – A FOOTBALL
JOURNEY
MATTHEW SPIRO
“Winning the World Cup in 1998 was the highlight
of my career. In this brilliant book, Matt Spiro
captures the significance of that event and explains
how it changed football in France for ever.”
FRANK LEBŒUF, FORMER FRANCE INTERNATIONAL
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MATTHEW SPIRO is a French football
expert who has covered Les Bleus at
major tournaments for the past two
decades. A British journalist and
broadcaster, he moved to Paris in
2002, collaborating with the BBC,
UEFA.com, the Irish Times, The
Times, the Daily Telegraph, IMG
and Canal+. Matthew has been in
charge of Ligue 1’s global television
coverage at BeIN Sports since 2012.
He is the Ligue 1 world feed’s lead
commentator and presents the
Ligue 1 Show, which is broadcast in
more than 150 countries, including
by BT Sport in the UK.

Remember when Zinédine Zidane lifted the World
Cup in 1998? Kylian Mbappé doesn’t. The gifted
young forward wasn’t born when the French team
became world champions for the first time. But it
was Mbappé’s unique talent that helped France to
reach the summit of world football once again in
2018, erasing years of failure, rancour and shame.
These two crowning achievements made Les Bleus
the envy of the world, but the road between these
two highs was blighted by bitterly painful lows.
Zidane’s headbutt; a players’ strike; infighting and
recriminations; even sex scandals and blackmail.
This was also a turbulent time for French society, as
the promise of racial harmony in 1998 gave way to
rising tensions and riots.
Mbappé witnessed it all, honing his prodigious talent
in the banlieues of Paris as the nation threatened to
implode. His story embodies France’s journey from
disaster to triumph; football’s hottest new property
growing up in a troubled neighbourhood and
inspiring a divided country on and off the pitch.
Featuring a foreword by Arsène Wenger and interviews
with leading figures in French football, Spiro’s
engaging account asks what went wrong for France
and what, ultimately, went right.
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ERNEST BEVIN

LABOUR’S CHURCHILL
ANDREW ADONIS
“A biography brimming with colour and insight
that brings both the character of the man and his
many achievements vividly to life.”
ANDREW RAWNSLEY, THE OBSERVER
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ANDREW ADONIS was at the heart of
the Blair–Brown government for
twelve years, serving as Minister for
Schools under Tony Blair and as
Transport Secretary in Gordon Brown’s
Cabinet. Formerly, he was a journalist
on The Observer and the Financial
Times and a Fellow of Nuffield College,
Oxford. His previous books include
5 Days in May, acclaimed as ‘a West
Wing-style thriller’ about the formation
of the Cameron–Clegg coalition. A
member of the House of Lords, he has
twice been named Peer of the Year in
the Channel 4 and Spectator awards.

Statesman, pre-eminent leader and founder of the
free world’s then largest and most formidable trade
union, Ernest Bevin was one of the greatest and
most inspirational figures of the twentieth century.
Minister of Labour in the wartime coalition during
the Second World War, he was at Churchill’s right
hand, masterminding the home front while the war
supremo commanded the battle front. Following the
war, he was Foreign Secretary at one of the most
pivotal moments of international history, responsible
for keeping Stalin and communism out of Western
Europe, and for creating West Germany, NATO and
the transatlantic alliance, all of which underpin
European democracy and security to this day.
Born into abject poverty, an orphan farm boy from
Bristol with virtually no formal education, Bevin’s
remarkable rise to fame and power is unmatched
by any leader to this day. In this insightful and
wide-ranging new biography, Andrew Adonis examines
how ‘the working-class John Bull’ grew to a position
of such authority, and offers a critical reassessment
of Bevin’s life and influence.
Skilfully bringing to life this extraordinary figure,
Adonis explores Bevin’s powerful legacy and lessons
for our own age, restoring this charismatic
statesman to his rightful place among the pantheon
of Britain’s greatest political leaders.
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GOING FOR BROKE

THE RISE OF RISHI SUNAK
MICHAEL ASHCROFT
“The author rightly says we can’t be sure whether
this is ‘Peak Rishi’. Does he have the skills to
endure a recession and ascend to the summit of
British politics?”
ANDREW RAWNSLEY, THE OBSERVER – BOOK OF THE WEEK

In the middle of 2019, Rishi Sunak was an unknown
junior minister in the local government department.
Seven months later, at the age of thirty-nine, he
was Chancellor of the Exchequer, grappling with the
gravest economic crisis in modern history.
£20
368pp
Hardback
ISBN: 9781785906374

Michael Ashcroft’s new book charts Sunak’s ascent
from his parents’ Southampton pharmacy to the
University of Oxford, the City of London, Silicon
Valley – and the top of British politics.
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LORD ASHCROFT KCMG PC is an
international businessman,
philanthropist, author and pollster.
He is a former treasurer and deputy
chairman of the Conservative Party.
His books include Victoria Cross
Heroes: Volumes I and II; Call Me
Dave: The Unauthorised Biography
of David Cameron; White Flag? An
Examination of the UK’s Defence
Capability; Jacob’s Ladder: The
Unauthorised Biography of Jacob
Rees-Mogg; and Unfair Game: An
Exposé of South Africa’s CaptiveBred Lion Industry.

It is the tale of a super-bright and hard-grafting
son of immigrant parents who marries an Indian
heiress and makes a fortune of his own; a polished
urban southerner who wins over the voters of rural
North Yorkshire – and a cautious, fiscally
conservative financier who becomes the biggestspending Chancellor in history.
Sunak was unexpectedly promoted to the Treasury’s
top job in February 2020, with a brief to spread
investment and opportunity as part of Boris Johnson’s
levelling-up agenda. Within weeks, the coronavirus
had sent Britain into lockdown, with thousands of
firms in peril and millions of jobs on the line. As
health workers battled to save lives, it was down to
Sunak to save livelihoods. This is the story of how
he tore up the rulebook and went for broke.
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THE SECRET LIFE OF
SPECIAL ADVISERS
PETER CARDWELL
“A rare, fascinating and funny look at life in the
corridors of power. This book will teach you how
Westminster really works – as well as how it fails.”
ISABEL HARDMAN, AUTHOR OF WHY WE GET THE WRONG POLITICIANS

Shadowy geniuses whispering, Rasputin-like, into
the ears of our elected politicians under a cloak
of secrecy, or a crucial but undervalued cog in the
machinery of government? … Or just a rag-tag
band of weirdos and misfits?
£20
304pp
Hardback
ISBN: 9781785906312
October 2020

Despite the acres of speculation devoted to special
advisers in recent years, from Alastair Campbell to
Dominic Cummings, their role is much
misunderstood. Who are the people Piers Morgan
once called ‘these miserable little creatures’ and
just how much influence do they have?

Rights: World

PETER CARDWELL served as a special
adviser in the UK government for
three and a half years. He worked
for four Secretaries of State in four
departments: the Northern Ireland
Office; the Home Office; the Ministry
of Housing, Communities and Local
Government; and the Ministry of
Justice. He was a broadcast journalist
for ten years, working for the BBC,
Sky News, Channel 5 News, UTV and
ITV’s Good Morning Britain. He is a
frequent political commentator for
the UK and international broadcast
and print media.

Peter Cardwell served as SpAd to four Cabinet ministers,
acting as media adviser, political fixer, troubleshooter
and occasional wardrobe consultant. In this candid,
compelling and frequently hilarious insider account,
he takes the reader into the heart of Whitehall to
reveal what the job really involves, from dealing with
counter-terror emergencies in Cobra to explaining to
the Justice Secretary what a dental dam is, to having
your inside leg measured in a government office.
Packed with advice on navigating the perks and
pitfalls of the job, The Secret Life of Special Advisers
will inform and entertain anyone who has ever
wondered what these mysterious figures really
do all day.
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THE LAST QUEEN

ELIZABETH II’S SEVENTY-YEAR BATTLE
TO SAVE THE HOUSE OF WINDSOR
CLIVE IRVING
“Irving puts his mark on a familiar story with his
confident assessments and insider perspective on
the British press. Royal watchers will delight in
this richly detailed appraisal of the world’s oldest
reigning monarch.”
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
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CLIVE IRVING is a columnist for the
Daily Beast in New York. He has had
a long and distinguished career on
both sides of the Atlantic, with an
unusually wide media experience: as
a pioneer of investigative journalism
at the Sunday Times; as a colleague
of David Frost in transforming live
television journalism; as a top
magazine editor in London and New
York; and as an early contributor to
the Daily Beast.

Unseen behind the throne, two sides of the royal
bloodline competed for influence, and egregious
family secrets had to be protected. Meanwhile, in
public, a succession of family ruptures put the
monarchy under unprecedented scrutiny from the
world’s media. From the turbulent loves of Princess
Margaret to the tragic saga of Princess Diana, from
the torments of Prince Charles to the arrival of
Meghan Markle, tensions gripped the House of
Windsor. Through all this, Elizabeth II remained
steadfast in her values while many of those around
her seemed to lose their moorings.
With unparalleled insight, Irving examines the
pivotal events of the Queen’s reign and then steps
above them to assess her role in the royal family’s
Faustian pact with the media. The final irony is, as
Irving’s carefully measured scrutiny shows, that in
the last decades of her reign the Queen endures to
become one of the most admired people in the world
while remaining one of the least known and
understood. She will likely be the last Queen of the
United Kingdom.
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NO LAWYERS IN HEAVEN

A LIFE DEFENDING SERIOUS CRIME
HENRY MILNER
“A fascinating read as a top-class criminal
defence lawyer tells the stories of his top-class
clients and their top-class crimes.”
JAMES MORTON, AUTHOR OF KRAYS: THE FINAL WORD
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Hardback
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HENRY MILNER has been one of the
UK’s top criminal defence solicitors
for more than forty years, during
which time he has defended some
of the most infamous names in
recent criminal history. He founded
Henry Milner & Company, which
is described by Chambers and
Partners as a ‘Rolls-Royce outfit’.

The life of a criminal defence lawyer is shrouded in
mystery. Outsiders might wonder about how to deal
with potentially dangerous clients; what happens
behind the scenes when building a defence; and,
that age-old moral dilemma, how a lawyer can
defend someone they think is guilty. But what is life
really like for those tasked with representing the
shadowy underbelly of society?
For over forty years, criminal defence solicitor Henry
Milner has been the go-to lawyer for some of
Britain’s most notorious criminals – including
Kenneth Noye and the Brink’s-Mat robbers, Freddie
Foreman, John ‘Goldfinger’ Palmer and the gang
behind the Millennium Dome raid.
Here, the lawyer referred to in the Sunday Times as
‘The Mr Big of Criminal Briefs’ offers a fascinating
insight into life at the top of the profession, lifting
the lid on the psychology of those who end up on the
wrong side of the law – and those who defend them.
By turns shocking and hilarious, this remarkable
memoir takes us deep into the enigmatic criminal
underworld, delivering a wry personal commentary
on the most extraordinary aspects of a life spent
among the accused.
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THE EX MEN

HOW OUR FORMER PRESIDENTS
AND PRIME MINISTERS ARE STILL
CHANGING THE WORLD
GILES EDWARDS
“In Giles Edwards the ancients of the world’s
political tribes have found their number one
anthropologist. With insight and humanity, he
analyses both their characters and their efforts to
move the global influence markets in this
fascinating study.”
PETER HENNESSY
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GILES EDWARDS is a broadcaster,
author and journalist. He produces
and presents documentaries for BBC
Radio 4, BBC World Service and
BBC Radio 3, ranging from news
and current affairs to science and
the arts. He has written three previous
books, including Boris v. Ken and
British Politics Unravelled.

Giles Edwards has interviewed more than twenty
former leaders, from Presidents overthrown in coups
to winners of Nobel Prizes. He has spent time at
their clubs and resorts, spoken to the people who
work with them, and probed the organisations and
individuals who hire them.
From running international organisations to
monitoring elections, consulting, lobbying and
giving hundred-thousand-dollar speeches, The Ex
Men face a dazzling array of opportunities after
leaving office, many of them free from any political
accountability. But how much do they really achieve
with all that soft power? And does all this frantic
activity amount to anything more than moneymaking or legacy-burnishing?
In this illuminating investigation, Edwards takes us
inside the hidden world of The Ex Men to uncover
the many ways in which they wield power, for good
and for ill.
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DIANE ABBOTT

THE AUTHORISED BIOGRAPHY
ROBIN BUNCE and SAMARA LINTON
On the night Margaret Thatcher secured a third
consecutive general election victory in June 1987,
history was made by a daughter of Jamaican
immigrants as she became the first black woman to
be elected to Parliament. Diane Abbott entered the
House of Commons at a time when there were no
black MPs in Parliament and when fewer than 5 per
cent of MPs were women. Three decades on and she
is one of the best-known figures in Westminster.
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DR ROBIN BUNCE is a historian based
at Homerton College, University of
Cambridge. He has written for The
Guardian, The Independent and the
New Statesman. He co-authored
Renegade: The Life and Times of
Darcus Howe, published in 2014.
DR SAMARA LINTON is an awardwinning writer and researcher whose
work primarily focuses on health, race,
gender and society. She co-edited
The Colour of Madness: Exploring
BAME Mental Health in the UK in 2018.

Among her supporters, Abbott is a trailblazer who
has remained true to her principles and to her
community. For her opponents, she is a gaffe-prone
politician who is out of her depth. Embarking on her
political career in the radical left-wing Labour
movement, she rose through the ranks of her party
to the top of Jeremy Corbyn’s shadow Cabinet,
making history again as the first black person to
shadow one of the great offices of state.
Diane Abbott: The Authorised Biography draws on
original interviews with Abbott herself, her friends,
her colleagues and her political opponents, as well
as extensive archival research, to tell her
remarkable story. Tracing Abbott’s path from her
upbringing in north London on to Cambridge
University, through roles in the civil service and the
media, and from local politics into the heart of
Westminster, this is a nuanced portrait of one of the
most fascinating figures in British politics.
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LADIES WHO PUNCH

FIFTY TRAILBLAZING WOMEN WHOSE
STORIES YOU SHOULD KNOW
YASMIN ALIBHAI-BROWN
“A brilliant collection of women of our time and in
the past.”
MISHAL HUSAIN
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YASMIN ALIBHAI-BROWN is a
prominent political and social
commentator, a journalist, an author
and an Orwell Prize and National
Press Awards winner. A regular
columnist for the i and feature
writer for the Sunday Times
Magazine, she is the editor of
Biteback’s Provocations series, for
which she wrote Refusing the Veil in
2014 and In Defence of Political
Correctness in 2018. Her other
works include Exotic England, which
tells the story of a nation that has
always been diverse and hybrid.

Courageous women change history and remould our
culture. For centuries, rebel ladies have been
punching up, fighting for freedoms and equality,
challenging the world order. Today, the next
generation continue the fight, boldly marching,
banners flying, into a brighter future.
And yet, women’s contributions are routinely
marginalised, squeezed aside by the usual cast of
pale, male and stale characters. Determined to
redress the balance, veteran journalist and author
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown sets lesser-known names
alongside the most famous, celebrating fifty daring,
courageous, indomitable women. There’s Anne
Lister, the lesbian landowner; Sophia Singh, the
forgotten suffragette; detective superintendent
Shabnam Chaudhri, the first Asian/Muslim to hold
that role in the Met; and Harriet Wistrich, the
superlative human rights lawyer. There’s Reni
Eddo-Lodge, Caroline Criado Perez, Shazia Mirza;
the list goes on.
Featuring interviews with the women themselves,
this refreshing compendium of fearless ladies is a
fortifying tonic, reviving the stories of women lost to
history and cheering on those who will lead the way
to a more equal tomorrow.
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LAST RIGHTS

THE CASE FOR ASSISTED DYING
SARAH WOOTTON and LLOYD RILEY
“In this deeply troubling time, we are united in
working to protect our loved ones, our neighbours,
our friends and ourselves. And, where required, to
reduce suffering, pain and fear. This little book has
the same objective and I highly recommend it. I have
been a supporter of Dignity in Dying for a good
few years. Its policies are ones of compassion,
safety and care. Please read Last Rights.”
PATRICK STEWART
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SARAH WOOTTON has been chief
executive of Dignity in Dying since
2008. Under her leadership, assisted
dying has moved from the margins
to the mainstream in Parliament,
the courts, the medical profession
and the media.
LLOYD RILEY joined the Policy and
Research team at Dignity in Dying
and Compassion in Dying in 2014. He
is committed to giving a voice to the
dying people and bereaved relatives
who have been and continue to be
failed by the current law.

The coronavirus pandemic has made society’s
relationship with death and dying everybody’s
business. We have had to confront new challenges
around the way we care for dying people, yet the old
problems have not gone away.
Sarah Wootton and Lloyd Riley of the campaign
group Dignity in Dying argue that our laws and
culture governing death and dying need radical
reform and present a vision of what dying in the
twenty-first century should look like.
From votes for women to equal marriage, campaigners
have had to fight for rights that now seem sacrosanct.
As the pandemic now forces us to re-examine how
we die, Wootton and Riley show how choice at the
end of life is a right whose time has come.
Bringing to light the heart-breaking testimony of
those who have witnessed unimaginable suffering
at the end of life and exposing the hypocrisy of the
arguments put forward to oppose progress, Last Rights
questions how future generations will judge us if we
fail to take action and issues a call to arms for
people to unlock their power and demand change.
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BEYOND THE RED WALL

WHY LABOUR LOST, HOW THE
CONSERVATIVES WON AND WHAT WILL
HAPPEN NEXT?
DEBORAH MATTINSON
A Guardian 2020 Politics Book of the Year
“Her material is both fascinating and sobering –
full of loss, resentment and the sense of politics
suddenly being turned upside down.”
JOHN HARRIS, THE GUARDIAN
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DEBORAH MATTINSON is one of the
UK’s leading pollsters and strategists
and founding director at BritainThinks,
an agency that provides clients from
the corporate world, voluntary sector
and government with insight and
strategic advice. Before co-founding
BritainThinks, she jointly ran the Chime
research and engagement division.
She was also pollster to Gordon Brown,
firstly as Chancellor of the Exchequer,
then as Prime Minister. In 2010,
she published Talking to a Brick Wall
– the story of the New Labour years
through the eyes of the voters.

How do you start an electoral earthquake? Head to
the Red Wall and you might just find out. Covering
some sixty seats stretching from the Midlands up to
the north of England and across to Wales, the wall
is constructed of the old coal, steel and manufacturing
constituencies that were the bedrock of Labour
victories for years. Assumed to be a stuck-in-theirways, loyal-to-a-fault foundation for Labour, the
Red Wallers changed all that on 12 December 2019
when they elected Boris Johnson, turning their
constituencies blue.
Here, renowned pollster and commentator Deborah
Mattinson takes the issue by the horns, asking why
these proudly working-class voters were tempted by
the ‘posh party’ and questioning if they will ever
again make their way back to the Labour fold.
With brand-new research, including expansive
interviews with Red Wall constituents, Mattinson
guides us through the lives of the left-behind,
finally giving them the opportunity to speak for
themselves. Written at one of the most turbulent
periods in modern memory, this is a timely,
far-reaching analysis of how we got to this point
and where we can go next. One thing is certain: the
Red Wallers have the power to change history.
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I NEVER PROMISED YOU A
ROSE GARDEN
JONNY OATES
Aged fifteen and armed with a credit card stolen
from his father, Jonny Oates ran away from home
and boarded a plane to Addis Ababa. His plan? To
single-handedly save the Ethiopian people from the
devastating 1985 famine. Discovering on arrival
that the demand for the assistance of unskilled
fifteen-year-old English boys was limited, he
learned the hard lesson that you can’t change the
world just by pure force of will.
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JONNY OATES was born in 1969 and
educated at Marlborough College. He
was the director of communications
for the Liberal Democrats for the
2010 general election and chief of
staff to Deputy Prime Minister Nick
Clegg through the coalition
government of 2010–15. He has
been a member of the House of
Lords since October 2015, where he
focuses on climate change,
international development and
mental health.

A rare political memoir from a figure whose life
before politics is every bit as gripping as their time
in the corridors of power, I Never Promised You a
Rose Garden charts Oates’s darkest moments as an
idealistic but troubled schoolboy alone in Ethiopia,
struggling with his sexuality and mental health; it
traces his journey onwards – to Zimbabwe, where,
aged eighteen, he becomes deputy headteacher of a
rural secondary school; to South Africa in the final
year of Nelson Mandela’s presidency, where he
works in the first post-apartheid parliament as the
country seeks to shape a future from its bitterly
divided past; and, ultimately, to the roller-coaster
ride of Britain’s first post-war coalition government,
where, as Nick Clegg’s chief of staff, he plays a key
role in the struggle for his own country’s future and
learns important lessons about the difference
between power and duty.
Shot through with a captivating warmth and humour,
this heart-stoppingly candid memoir reflects on the
challenges of balancing idealism and pragmatism,
reminding us that lasting change comes from
working together rather than standing alone.
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ELITISM

A PROGRESSIVE DEFENCE
ELIANE GLASER
“A seriously smart and audacious examination of
what exactly we mean by ‘elites’, and whether the
rhetoric of the populist right has encouraged the
wrong ones to be demonised.”
MATTHEW D’ANCONA
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ELIANE GLASER is the author of
Anti-Politics: On the Demonization of
Ideology, Authority and the State
and Get Real: How to See Through
the Hype, Spin and Lies of Modern
Life. In addition to her print
journalism, Eliane also produces
BBC Radio programmes such as
Free Thinking and The Spark and
teaches at Bath Spa University.
She lives in London.

Anti-elitism has become a common staple of media
commentary and political rhetoric. But we are
taking aim at the wrong enemy. The populist right
have diverted public anger away from the real
corporate and financial elites and onto those who
treat us when we are sick, champion our rights in
court, represent our interests in Parliament and
create and curate the best literature, art and ideas.
This important book argues that the real elites
escape scrutiny, while everything that makes our
lives worth living becomes ‘worthy’ and dumbed
down. Culture and education have been made to
function as merely symbolic arenas of
democratisation, but gross inequality remains
intact.
Liberals have lost their nerve, accepting the
anti-elitism slur at face value and worrying that
promoting cultural high standards means
protecting social privilege. For too long,
conservatives have had a monopoly on upholding
aesthetic values. But now that they’ve become
ruthless modernisers, it’s time for progressives to
take on that task. Elitism: A Progressive
Defence provides powerful ammunition for the fight,
arguing that, rich or poor, beauty and truth belong
to us all.
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JAMES CALLAGHAN

AN UNDERRATED PRIME MINISTER?
edited by

KEVIN HICKSON and JASPER MILES

It has been forty years since James Callaghan – the
only person to hold all four of the great offices of
state – resigned as Leader of the Opposition,
bringing to an end over three decades of service on
the front bench.
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KEVIN HICKSON is senior lecturer in
British politics at the University of
Liverpool, where he has taught for
seventeen years. He has published
fifteen books and numerous journal
articles. He is a fellow of the Royal
Historical Society and the Royal
Society of Arts.
JASPER MILES completed his PhD in
politics at the University of Liverpool
on the Labour Party’s approaches to
electoral reform. He lectures at Queen
Mary, University of London, and
the University of West London,
and has co-authored a biography
of Peter Shore.

Debate still rages over whether Callaghan was a
successful Prime Minister. Critics see him variously
as holding back the inevitable tide of economic
liberalism or betraying the ‘socialist’ policies on
which Labour had been elected (twice) in 1974.
Following his downfall in 1979, there were few
defenders of his legacy.
This vital reassessment explores the context within
which Callaghan governed and the policies his
administration pursued, inviting the reader to draw
their own conclusion as to how his premiership
should be remembered. It includes contributions
from leading politicians, journalists, advisers
and academics, including some of those who knew
Callaghan best.
As debates over the future of the Labour Party
intensify, this illuminating book offers valuable
insights into the party’s past.
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LONDON’S MAYOR AT 20

GOVERNING A GLOBAL CITY IN THE
21ST CENTURY
edited by JACK BROWN, TONY TRAVERS and
RICHARD BROWN

A few months into the new millennium in May 2000,
Ken Livingstone became the first ever Mayor of
London. In the succeeding two decades, London has
undergone a dramatic evolution under three very
different mayors, but how has the mayoralty itself
changed? How have the capital’s challenges and
crises been overcome? And is the office still fit for
purpose?
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JACK BROWN is lecturer in London
studies and London partnerships
director in the department of political
economy at King’s College London.
TONY TRAVERS is associate dean
of the School of Public Policy
and co-director of LSE London.
RICHARD BROWN is deputy director
at Centre for London.

At a time of tremendous uncertainty for the capital
and the nation generally, this ambitious new book
marks the twentieth anniversary of the creation of
the position of the Mayor of London. It examines how
the first three mayors have approached the role with
markedly distinct politics, outlooks and styles and
how the position has transformed over time to meet
the changing needs of the city.
London’s Mayor at 20 combines expert opinion with
reflections from those closely involved in setting up,
running and working in the mayor’s office. Featuring
a foreword by Tony Blair, who played a crucial role in
the establishment of the mayoralty, and including
interviews with Ken Livingstone and Sadiq Khan,
this comprehensive analysis seeks to investigate
how the government of London has developed and
what the future holds for this modern metropolis.
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HOW TO BREAK INTO
THE WHITE HOUSE

AN IRREPRESSIBLE SMALL-TOWN
GIRL’S UP-CLOSE AND PERSONAL TALE
OF PRESIDENTS, GANGSTERS AND SPIES
ANN BRACKEN
“A breath of fresh air.”
RICHARD HELMS, FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE CIA

‘I was determined to break into the White House
and, with the confidence of youth, I didn’t see how
anyone was going to be able to stop me.’
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ANN BRACKEN was born in Muncie,
Indiana, and studied at the
University of Michigan and the
London School of Economics. She
served on Capitol Hill as legislative
assistant to Senator Richard Lugar,
then in the White House as an
assistant to President George H. W.
Bush. After working in the US
Embassy in the Hague, she moved to
public relations and advertising in
Manhattan. She now lives with her
family in London.

So how did a small-town girl from Muncie, Indiana,
end up an assistant to and favourite of the
President, joining George H. W. Bush for early
morning runs and on the White House tennis court?
In this sparkling memoir, Annie Bracken takes
readers straight to the heart of the action. How do
the powerful live on Capitol Hill? What is Joe Biden
really like and what can be expected from him as
President? What is life like after the White House?
Packed with vivid personal portraits of Bracken’s
encounters with Presidents, gangsters, spies and
even some Hollywood greats, this is a joyful insider
account of one woman’s journey from America’s
fly-over states, through tales of hilarity and intrigue
in London and Cannes, all the way to the White
House.
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POPULISM ON TRIAL

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN TRUST IN LAW
BREAKS DOWN
INIGO BING
In recent years a new form of populism has taken
hold of our politics, turning Britain into an
increasingly intolerant and fractious country. As our
society grapples with the threat posed by terrorism
and the uncertainty that has followed the Brexit
referendum and the coronavirus pandemic, cracks
have begun to appear in the very foundations of our
liberal democracy; the values that we once regarded
as sacred are being called into question.
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INIGO BING has spent a lifetime in
the law, first as a barrister and then
as a judge. He studied law at the
University of Birmingham and later
undertook postgraduate study in
history at Birkbeck, University of
London. During the 1970s and 1980s
he was active in politics, first in the
Labour Party and then in the SDP,
and his political outlook informs
the ideas presented in this book.
He is a Bencher of the Inner Temple.

Former barrister and judge Inigo Bing examines how
the bonds of trust between the British people and
our democratic institutions have broken down and
the principles that underpin the rule of law are
under threat from populist politics. Populism on
Trial analyses how politicians have shown an
increasing contempt for the principle of judicial
independence as they attempt to exercise
unrestrained power.
Bing seeks to remind us that without law we have
only power, and power without law is tyranny. He
demonstrates how the rule of law is a fragile yet
essential ingredient in our democracy and argues
that it must be vigorously upheld or it will be cast
aside by the rising tide of populism.
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EL JEFE

THE STALKING OF CHAPO GUZMÁN
ALAN FEUER

£18.99

Joaquin ‘El Chapo’ Guzmán is the most legendary of
Mexican narcos. As the former leader of the Sinaloa
drug cartel, he was one of the most dangerous men
in the world, and his story is one of epic proportions.
Aided by a lethal combination of brutality and charm,
his fearless climb from humble origins saw him rise
to unprecedented power at the heights of the Mexican
drug trade. There, El Chapo’s taste for luxury, his
penchant for disguise, and his numerous dramatic
prison escapes – not to mention an unlikely
encounter with Sean Penn – made him the world’s
most famous fugitive.
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ALAN FEUER covers courts and
criminal justice for the Metro desk
at the New York Times. He has
written about mobsters, jails, police
misconduct, wrongful convictions
and government corruption. He lives
in New York City.

When he was finally captured, it was in a daring law
enforcement operation that was years in the making.
Veteran New York Times criminal justice reporter
Alan Feuer was there at the trial, where his coverage
made for some of the most riveting journalism of
recent years. With unparalleled access to confidential
sources in law enforcement and a keen grasp of the
complex facts of the case, Feuer guides us towards
the light this extraordinary man’s life can shed on
some of the most disturbing themes of modern times:
drugs, class, money, walls and the relationship
between Mexico and the United States. Through his
examination, Feuer seeks to answer the question:
just who was this most famous of outlaws?
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… AND WHAT DO YOU DO?

WHAT THE ROYAL FAMILY DON’T WANT
YOU TO KNOW
NORMAN BAKER
“A forensic examination of what the royal family
means to Britain.”
SUSSEX EXPRESS

The royal family: the quintessential British
institution or an antiquated, overindulged drain on
the taxpayer?
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NORMAN BAKER was the Lib Dem MP
for Lewes from 1997 to 2015 and
established a reputation as one of
the most dogged and persistent
parliamentary interrogators the
modern House of Commons has
known. Following the 2010 general
election, he was appointed
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State for Transport, then Minister
of State for Crime Prevention at
the Home Office. He is the author
of the acclaimed The Strange
Death of David Kelly and a political
memoir, Against the Grain.

For all their foibles and idiosyncrasies, the royal
family wield considerable influence – and yet rather
than facing the scrutiny their position merits, they
enjoy sickeningly obsequious coverage which
reports their activities with breathless awe.
… And What Do You Do? is a provocative and
hard-hitting analysis, exposing the royals’
extravagant use of public money and the highly
dubious behaviour of some among their number.
Former Minister of State and current Privy
Counsellor Norman Baker breaks ranks to explore
the wider role the royals play in society, including
the link with House of Lords reform and the
constitutional position of the monarch.
Now fully updated to include new material on Prince
Andrew, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, this
irreverent and uncompromising account asks urgent
questions about the future of the world’s most
famous royal family.
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ROYALTY REVEALED

A MAJESTIC MISCELLANY
BRIAN HOEY
Everything you wanted to know about the royal
family, from A for Accession to Z for Zara Phillips!
Have you ever wondered how much you could earn
as a royal chef at Buckingham Palace, what Prince
Philip’s favourite tipple is, or what the Queen most
likes to receive as a gift?
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• Which member of the royal family won’t travel
anywhere without his own lavatory seat?
• What wedding present did Mahatma Gandhi
give the Queen and Prince Philip?
• Who was the first royal lady to appear in public
wearing trousers?
• Why did Diana’s arrival at her wedding cause
an unexpected commotion among the
establishment?
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BRIAN HOEY has been a writer and
broadcaster for over forty years and
was one of BBC Television’s first
newscasters. He secured the first
ever TV interview with the Queen’s
daughter, Princess Anne, and has
subsequently covered many royal
events over the years, including the
weddings of Charles and Diana in
1981 and Prince Andrew and Sarah
Ferguson in 1986. He was also a
commentator at Princess Diana’s
funeral. Hoey has written more than
thirty-five books, many of them about
the British royal family, including
Not in Front of the Corgis. He is the
official biographer of Princess Anne.

Find the answers to these questions in Royalty
Revealed, along with many more regal facts.
Acclaimed as a five-star sensation under its
original title, We Are Amused, this fully updated
edition is packed with fascinating details on
everyone from Her Majesty to Meghan Markle,
including William, Kate and their three children –
the new jewels in the royal crown.
Whether he’s explaining the duties of the royal
valets or describing Christmas Day, Brian Hoey
leaves no stone unturned in this unbeatable little
guide to our great monarchy.

