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ALISON COLWELL,  
originally styled ‘The Secret 
Head Teacher’ until the 
Sunday Times blew her cover 
in an interview in 2020, has 
spent several decades in 
teaching. She has held senior 
leadership positions across a 
number of schools, most 
notably at Ebbsfleet Academy 
in Swanscombe. Under her 
leadership, Ebbsfleet Academy 
succeeded in turning around 
its reputation as one of the 
country’s worst-performing 
schools, resulting in an Ofsted 
report judging the school 
‘good’. Alison now lives and 
works in Mallorca.

• £16.99

• 272pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907388

• March 2022

• rights: World 

No Excuses charts an extraordinary principal’s 
journey in diary form from the moment she took over 
at a failing secondary school in a deprived area of the 
country, where less than a quarter of children 
attained five or more A*–C GCSEs, and how she set 
about the gruelling task of transforming its reputation 
using her zero-tolerance, tough-love approach.

Armed with only a wicked sense of humour, fearless 
energy and a powerful vision, Alison Colwell put in 
place a stringent set of rules, including a strict 
uniform policy and a complete ban on mobile phones, 
provoking resistance and hostility from some parents, 
the wider community and on social media.

This is the darkly funny, moving story of how, 
together, teachers and their – often troubled – pupils 
rebuilt a school and community, with an inspirational 
head at the helm.

Charming, touching, full of brilliant leadership advice 
and frequently hilarious, this is the diary of the 
woman the Daily Mail labelled Britain’s strictest head 
teacher.

ALISON COLWELL

NO EXCUSES
Turning around one of  
Britain’s toughest schools
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KATHLEEN WYATT grew 
up in England, Nigeria and 
Luxembourg, studied at 
Cambridge and Oxford and 
splits her time between 
London and Hampshire. She 
loves words and puts them in 
speeches for others and 
books for herself. She worked 
at The Times for sixteen 
years, starting as a ‘workie’, 
graduating to the arts section, 
then news, then becoming 
travel editor. She has lived 
twice, speaks six languages 
and thinks there is always 
more than one way to see 
things. If she’s telling the truth, 
that is.

• £18.99

• 304pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907050

• March 2022

• rights: World

In a time of deep fakes, alternative truths and leaked 
secrets, it would be easy to think that we are 
surrounded by lies. While most people are shaking 
their heads and muttering dark things about the new 
levels of deceit, former Times journalist Kathleen 
Wyatt is busy marvelling at how society manages it.

How do we do this extraordinary thing, often under 
the most ordinary of circumstances? How do we 
convince each other to suspend disbelief? Do we 
really tell more lies today? And considering her own 
lies, can she even be trusted on this subject?

In this brilliant, wide-ranging study of lies and lying, 
Wyatt introduces us to a cast of professionals and 
professional liars – from scientists to investigators, 
from double agents to toddler specialists, from a fallen 
titan of industry to a Nobel Peace Prize-winning 
journalist. Together, they all help her prove a 
remarkable thesis: lies hold us together as much as 
they push us apart and they play a vital role in a 
healthy society.

KATHLEEN WYATT

THE SOCIAL 
SUPERPOWER
The Big Truth About Little Lies
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RT HON. DAME ANDREA 
LEADSOM dbe mp has been 
the Conservative MP for 
South Northamptonshire 
since 2010. She has served in 
government as Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, 
Minister of State at the 
Department of Energy and 
Climate Change, Secretary of 
State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, Leader of 
the House of Commons and 
Secretary of State for 
Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy. She is 
currently serving as the 
government’s Early Years 
Healthy Development Adviser.

• £18.99

• 320pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907005

• May 2022

• rights: World

The most torrid post-war period in politics has 
arguably been from 2010 to today. No one is better 
placed to give an insider’s view than the Rt Hon. 
Dame Andrea Leadsom MP, who came into 
Parliament in the wake of both the financial crisis 
and the expenses scandal to experience at first hand 
the incredible highs and lows of the events that would 
follow.
 
From working cross-party on reform of the European 
Union to taking to the stage at Wembley as a key 
figure in the Leave campaign, through two leadership 
campaigns, Cabinet intrigue, squaring off against an 
increasingly erratic Speaker, founding a campaign to 
give babies the best start in life and securing a 
landmark Spending Review settlement, Andrea 
Leadsom’s story tracks the pleasures and pitfalls of a 
career in politics.
 
As a lifelong optimist, Andrea argues that political 
careers don’t have to end in failure, and in this very 
personal and educational account, she gives a real 
insight into the daily goings-on with spads, ministers, 
civil servants, parliamentary colleagues and the 
media to argue that political careers don’t have to end 
in failure.
 
Andrea puts the reader in the room to let them 
experience what it was really like, how it felt to be in 
those extraordinary situations, and how, like a game 
of snakes and ladders, it is often about getting 
yourself into the right place at the right time.

ANDREA LEADSOM

SNAKES AND LADDERS
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KAREN BARTLETT is a 
writer and journalist based in 
London. She has written 
extensively for the Sunday 
Times, The Times, The 
Guardian and WIRED from 
Africa, India and the US and 
has presented and produced 
for BBC Radio. She is the 
author of After Auschwitz: A 
Story of Heartbreak and 
Survival (with Eva Schloss), 
Architects of Death: The 
Family Who Engineered the 
Holocaust and the bestselling 
Dusty: An Intimate Portrait of 
a Musical Legend.

• £20

• 320pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906152

• May 2022

• rights: World

“To build up a future, you have to know the past.”  
OTTO FRANK, 1967

In late 1940s Amsterdam, when Otto Frank unwrapped 
his daughter Anne’s diary with trembling hands and 
began to read the first pages, he discovered a side to 
his daughter that was as much a revelation to him as 
it would be to the rest of the world.

He did not know that he was about to create an icon at 
the heart of a debate about twentieth-century history 
– with themes about growing up, persecution, human 
values and religion that are still contested today. Nor 
did he realise that publication would spark a bitter 
battle that would embroil him in years of legal contest 
and eventually drive him to a nervous breakdown 
and exile. Today, more than seventy-five years after 
Anne’s death, the diary is at the centre of a multi-
million-pound industry, with competing foundations, 
cultural critics and former friends and relatives 
fighting for the right to control it.

This book goes beyond conventional biographies to 
examine the story of The Diary of Anne Frank, the 
highly controversial part it played in twentieth-century 
history and the publishing world, and the fundamental 
role it has played in our understanding of the Holocaust. 
At the same time, it sheds new light on the life and 
character of Otto Frank, the complex, driven and deeply 
human figure who lived in the shadows of the terrible 
events that robbed him of his family, while he 
painstakingly crafted and controlled his daughter’s story.

KAREN BARTLETT

THE DIARY THAT 
CHANGED THE WORLD
The Remarkable Story of Otto Frank 
and the Diary of Anne Frank
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VERNON BOGDANOR cbe  
is professor of government at 
King’s College London and 
was formerly professor of 
government at Oxford 
University. In 2019, he was a 
visiting professor at Yale 
University. He is a fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society, 
the British Academy and the 
Academy of Social Sciences 
and an honorary fellow of the 
Institute of Advanced Legal 
Studies. 

• £30

• 864pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907623

• October 2022

• rights: World

The years 1895 to 1914 were formative. They heralded 
a new agenda which still dominates our politics. The 
issues of the period – economic modernisation, social 
welfare and social equality, secondary and technical 
education, a new role for Britain in the world – were 
complex and difficult. The late Victorians and 
Edwardians confronted these challenges but did not 
succeed in resolving them. But these are also the 
problems of today, and we have not succeeded in 
resolving them either. 

The period has often been seen as one of decadence, 
of the strange death of liberal Britain. In contrast, 
Vernon Bogdanor believes that the robustness of 
Britain’s parliamentary and political institutions and 
her liberal political culture were powerful enough to 
carry her through one of the most challenging 
periods of her history, and so make possible the 
remarkable survival of liberal Britain. 

In this wide-ranging and sometimes controversial 
survey, one of our pre-eminent political historians 
dispels popular myths that have grown up about this 
critical period in Britain’s story and argues that it set 
the scene for much that is laudable about our nation 
today.

VERNON BOGDANOR

THE STRANGE SURVIVAL 
OF LIBERAL BRITAIN
Power and Politics Before the First 
World War
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NEDUM ONUOHA first 
appeared for Manchester City 
at the age of seventeen and 
went on to play more than 
400 games in a professional 
career that ended in 2020 at 
Real Salt Lake in the MLS. He 
was captain of the England 
under-21s and QPR. Born in 
Nigeria, Nedum moved to 
Manchester at the age of five. 
He was the first player to be 
signed by the City Academy 
and carried on studying for his 
A-levels after making his 
first-team debut. He is now a 
sought-after pundit for a 
number of leading 
broadcasters.

• £20

• 384pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907470

• May 2022

• rights: World English

Nedum Onuoha was not a typical footballer and 
never wanted to write a typical footballer’s 
autobiography. While other members of the 
Manchester City Academy were working towards 
their compulsory qualifications in the canteen at the 
training ground, Nedum was in school, studying for 
his GCSEs, then A-levels, a rare player who combined 
a formal education with his rise to the first team of 
one of the most famous clubs in world football. He 
was there for the seismic changes at Manchester City, 
and when they won their first Premier League title 
– as an opposition player, having left the club just 
four months previously. 

Kicking Back is more than just a tale of those he 
played alongside and under. His views on Stuart 
Pearce, Sven-Göran Eriksson, Roberto Mancini and 
Harry Redknapp are characteristically forthright of a 
man who’s now a notable broadcaster for the BBC, 
ESPN and more; but this is also a book about identity. 
Nedum’s has been shaped by the experience of being 
a black man of Nigerian descent growing up – initially 
as an outsider – in Manchester and then living in the 
US during the Black Lives Matter protests, and also of 
being a black footballer who faced horrific racist 
abuse in his career. In this book, Nedum reflects on 
those moments on the pitch that shaped his career 
but also those off it that formed the opinions he 
shares so frankly. 

NEDUM ONUOHA

KICKING BACK
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JON SPURLING has written 
articles and interviewed 
footballers for numerous 
publications at home and 
abroad, including 
FourFourTwo, When Saturday 
Comes, The Blizzard, Nutmeg, 
11 Freunde and the official 
Arsenal programme. He has 
authored six previous books, 
including the bestselling 
Highbury: The Story of 
Arsenal in N.5 and Death or 
Glory: The Dark History of the 
World Cup. A child of the ’70s, 
he is currently writing an ’80s 
follow-up to Get It On and 
lives in Canterbury with his 
wife and two daughters.

• £20

• 416pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906510

• March 2022

• rights: World

Four years after the crowning glory of 1966 and a 
decade after the abolition of the maximum wage, a 
brash new era dawned in English football. As the 
1970s took hold, a new generation of larger-than-life 
footballers and managers came to dominate the sport, 
appearing on television sets in vivid technicolour for 
the first time.

Set against a backdrop of three-day weeks, strikes, 
political unrest, freezing winters and glam rock, Get It 
On tells the intriguing inside story of how 
commercialism, innovation, racism and hooliganism 
rocked the national game in the 1970s. Charting the 
emergence of Brian Clough, Bob Paisley and Kevin 
Keegan, and the fall of George Best, Alf Ramsey and 
Don Revie, this fascinating footballing fiesta traces 
the highs and lows of an evolutionary and 
revolutionary era for the beautiful game.

Jon Spurling has been interviewing footballers for 
twenty-five years, including legends George Best and 
Jack Charlton, European Cup-winning captains 
Emlyn Hughes and John McGovern and pioneering 
black footballers Cyrille Regis and Brendon Batson. 
Get It On presents these heroes of the era in their 
unvarnished and uncompromising glory and 
explores how the 1970s was the most groundbreaking 
decade in English football history.

JON SPURLING

GET IT ON 
How the ’70s Rocked Football
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LORD ASHCROFT kcmg pc  
is an international businessman, 
philanthropist, author  
and pollster. His books  
include Call Me Dave: The 
Unauthorised Biography of 
David Cameron; White Flag? 
An Examination of the UK’s 
Defence Capability; Going for 
Broke: The Rise of Rishi 
Sunak ; Red Knight: The 
Unauthorised Biography of Sir 
Keir Starmer ; and Falklands 
War Heroes: Extraordinary 
True Stories of Bravery in the 
South Atlantic. 

ISABEL OAKESHOTT  
is an award-winning political 
journalist and commentator. 

• £20

• 480pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906251

• March 2022

• rights: World

How good is the NHS, really?

That is the question this book seeks to answer, as the 
health service emerges from the gravest crisis in its 
history with more money – but greater challenges 
– than ever before. 

During the pandemic, voters made extraordinary 
sacrifices to save the NHS from collapse. Thanks to 
these efforts and the dedication and bravery of the 
NHS workforce, hospitals were able to treat patients 
with coronavirus, but millions of others lost out. Now 
an exhausted and depleted NHS workforce faces a 
huge backlog. The gap between supply and demand 
for publicly funded healthcare has never been so 
wide. 

With record numbers waiting for treatment, the 
politicians’ answer has been to spend ever more 
taxpayers’ money. The question is whether throwing 
cash at the problem will work. 

Every day, millions of patients receive care that is fair, 
good or outstanding. Public support for the concept 
remains overwhelming. Yet for every positive NHS 
experience there are negatives: care that is 
substandard, disjointed and arrives too late. A cult of 
secrecy surrounds errors and failings. This book 
seeks to strip away the spin and uncover the true 
state of the NHS: the good, the bad and the ugly.

MICHAEL ASHCROFT  
and ISABEL OAKESHOTT

LIFE SUPPORT
The state of the NHS in an age  
of pandemics
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LORD ASHCROFT kcmg pc  
is a former treasurer and 
deputy chairman of the 
Conservative Party. He is also 
honorary chairman and a 
former treasurer of the 
International Democrat Union. 
He is founder and chairman of 
the board of trustees of 
Crimestoppers, vice-patron of 
the Intelligence Corps 
Museum, chairman of the 
trustees of Ashcroft 
Technology Academy, a senior 
fellow of the International 
Strategic Studies Association, 
a former chancellor of Anglia 
Ruskin University and a former 
trustee of Imperial War 
Museums.

• £20

• 304pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907500

• March 2022

• rights: World

Carrie Johnson is not only the consort of the Prime 
Minister, Boris Johnson; she is also considered by 
some to be the second most powerful unelected 
woman in Britain after the Queen. Since she moved 
into Downing Street in July 2019, questions have 
been raised about her perceived influence, her 
apparent desire to control events, and the number of 
her associates who have been appointed to positions 
of standing in the government machine. So, are these 
concerns justified? 

In this carefully researched unauthorised biography, 
Michael Ashcroft charts the extraordinary ascent of 
Mrs Johnson, speaking to multiple sources who have 
been close to her and to Boris Johnson in recent years 
to produce a fascinating portrait of a woman who is 
still under the age of thirty-five. 

The book scrutinises Mrs Johnson’s colourful family, 
her attempt to become a professional actress, and her 
early decision to work in politics. Long before she 
moved into No. 10, Mrs Johnson made a name for 
herself as a Conservative Party press aide before 
becoming a special adviser to two Cabinet ministers 
and eventually director of communications at 
Conservative campaign headquarters. 

Carrie Johnson is without doubt a very modern prime 
ministerial spouse. This examination of her career 
and life offers the electorate the chance to assess 
exactly what role she plays in Boris Johnson’s 
unpredictable administration and why that matters.

MICHAEL ASHCROFT

FIRST LADY
Intrigue at the Court of Carrie  
and Boris Johnson
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DR BRIAN BRIVATI was 
professor of contemporary 
history, human rights and life 
writing at Kingston University 
until 2009, when he left to 
become director of the John 
Smith Memorial Trust and 
implement capacity building 
programmes for the UN and 
for the UK government 
globally. He combines 
projects in international 
development with writing. His 
most recent book was Icarus: 
The Life and Death of the 
Abraaj Group and his 
previous publications include 
biographies of Hugh Gaitskell 
and Lord Goodman. 

• £20

• 368pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907319

• February 2022

• rights: World

When Taliban forces took Kabul on 15 August 2021, it 
marked the end of the Western intervention that had 
begun nearly twenty years earlier with the US-led 
invasion.

The fall of Afghanistan triggered a seismic shock in 
the West, where US President Joe Biden announced 
an end to America’s involvement in conflicts 
overseas. In Afghanistan itself it produced terror for 
the future for those who had worked with and grown 
up under the coalition-supported administration.

Now, with the country spiralling into economic 
collapse and famine, Losing Afghanistan is a plea for 
us to keep our gaze on the plight of the people of 
Afghanistan and to understand how action and 
inaction in the West shaped the fate of the nation.

Why was Afghanistan lost? Can it be regained? And 
what happens next? Edited by international 
development expert Brian Brivati, this collection of 
twenty-one essays by analysts, politicians, soldiers, 
commentators and practitioners – interspersed with 
powerful eyewitness testimony from Afghan voices 
– explains what happened in Afghanistan and why, 
and what the future holds both for its people and for 
liberal intervention. 

EDITED BY BRIAN BRIVATI

LOSING AFGHANISTAN 
The Fall of Kabul and the End  
of Western Intervention
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DR HAIDER AL-ABADI  
was born in Baghdad in 1952 
into a professional, 
middle-class family. He lived 
in exile in the United Kingdom 
for twenty-seven years, 
returning in 2003 to join the 
new Iraqi government. In 
2014, Dr Abadi became the 
Prime Minister of Iraq and led 
the country’s successful 
military campaign against the 
so-called Islamic State (Daesh) 
as Commander-in-Chief.

• £20

• 352pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907357

• April 2022

• rights: World excl. Arabic

By 2014, the world had grown weary of Iraq and its 
troubles. The Americans had all but gone and the 
media had switched its gaze towards Syria, but Iraq’s 
problems were far from over. That same year, ISIS put 
Iraq back on the map as they crossed the border from 
Syria and rampaged through the country, 
kidnapping, raping and killing, and enforced their 
murderous interpretation of Sharia law. Saddam 
Hussein, the occupation, sectarian war, corruption 
and political instability had collectively laid the 
groundwork for further violence, and Iraqis were 
about to see the worst of it.

It was against this backdrop that Haider al-Abadi 
became Prime Minister. What would likely be the 
most formidable task of his life lay ahead of him – to 
help unify his homeland’s fractured military and 
politics and, slowly, to turn the tide on ISIS and 
achieve what had seemed an impossible victory.

This is the definitive and fascinating true story of how 
Iraq took on and eventually defeated ISIS, told by the 
country’s former Prime Minister, Haider al-Abadi. 

HAIDER AL-ABADI

IMPOSSIBLE VICTORY 
How Iraq Defeated ISIS
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CHRISTOPHER OTHEN  
is a writer and former legal 
representative for asylum 
seekers. He is the author of 
The King of Nazi Paris: Henri 
Lafont and the Gangsters of 
the French Gestapo and four 
other books including Franco’s 
International Brigades: 
Adventurers, Fascists, and 
Christian Crusaders in the 
Spanish Civil War and 
Katanga 1960–63: 
Mercenaries, Spies and the 
African Nation that Waged 
War on the World.

• £20

• 320pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906862

• May 2022

• rights: World

The Men from Miami is a real-life Cold War thriller 
about the Americans who fought for Fidel Castro in 
the Cuban revolution – then switched sides to try to 
bring him down. This larger-than-life assortment of 
adventurers and misfits wreaked havoc across the 
Caribbean as they fought for and against Castro, then 
went on to be implicated in President John F. 
Kennedy’s assassination, a failed invasion of ‘Papa 
Doc’ Duvalier’s Haiti and the downfall of President 
Nixon. 

Back in 1957, Fidel Castro was a hero to many in the 
United States for his battle against Cuba’s dictatorial 
regime. Two dozen American adventurers joined his 
rebel band in the mountains, including fervent 
idealists, a trio of teens from Guantánamo Bay naval 
base, a sleazy ex-con who liked underage girls, and at 
least two future murderers. The rebels’ eventual 
victory delighted the USA – but then Castro ran up 
the red flag and some started wondering if they’d 
supported the wrong side. 

Many of Castro’s now disillusioned American 
volunteers changed sides and joined the Cuban exiles 
in Miami. Their numbers swelled with the arrival of 
amateur mercenaries from across America ready to 
drink beer and fight communism. Meanwhile, CIA 
agents were training Cuban paramilitaries in the 
Everglades and working alongside the Mafia to 
assassinate Castro. The Cold War had arrived in 
Florida, and things would never be the same again.

CHRISTOPHER OTHEN

THE MEN FROM MIAMI 
American Rebels and Patriots  
on Both Sides of Fidel Castro’s  
Cuban Revolution
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CHRISTOPHER OTHEN  
is a writer and former legal 
representative for asylum 
seekers. He is the author of 
The Men from Miami: 
American Rebels and Patriots 
on Both Sides of Fidel 
Castro’s Cuban Revolution 
and four other books including 
Franco’s International 
Brigades: Adventurers, 
Fascists, and Christian 
Crusaders in the Spanish Civil 
War and Katanga 1960–63: 
Mercenaries, Spies and the 
African Nation that Waged 
War on the World.

• £9.99

• 336pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785906596

• February 2021

• rights: World

“A gruesome exposé of the 1940s French gangsters 
who did the Gestapo’s dirty work … Othen tells the 
story of these repulsive men and their exploits with 
brio … He captures their sordid milieu perfectly.”
SIMON HEFFER, DAILY TELEGRAPH

By 1943, Henri Lafont was the most powerful 
Frenchman in occupied Paris. Once a petty criminal 
running from the French police, when he found 
himself recruited by the Nazis his life changed  
for ever.

Lafont established a motley band of sadistic oddballs 
that became known as the French Gestapo and 
included ex-footballers, faded aristocrats, pimps, 
murderers and thieves. The gang wore the finest 
clothes, ate at the best restaurants and threw parties 
for the rich and famous out of their headquarters on 
the exclusive rue Lauriston.

In this vivid portrait, Christopher Othen explores how 
Lafont and his criminal clan rampaged across Paris 
through the Second World War – until the Allies 
liberated France, and a terrible price had to be paid.

CHRISTOPHER OTHEN

THE KING OF  
NAZI PARIS 
Henri Lafont and the Gangsters  
of the French Gestapo
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JOHN BAINBRIDGE is an 
attorney, freelance writer and 
former newspaper reporter 
and editor.  With bestselling 
novelist and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning film critic 
Stephen Hunter, he 
co-authored American 
Gunfight: The Plot to Kill 
President Truman – and the 
Shoot-out That Stopped It.

• £20

• 368pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906411

• May 2022

• rights: UKC excl. CAN

In this riveting work of narrative history, veteran reporter 
John Bainbridge vividly brings to life five charismatic 
and idiosyncratic men who, living within ninety miles of 
one another, changed the course of history through 
the invention and refinement of the repeating firearm 
– the precursor to today’s automatic weapon.

These men are now household names: the huckster 
and hard-living Samuel Colt; the seemingly dull but 
cunning former shirt-maker Oliver Winchester; the 
constant tinkerer Horace Smith; the resilient and 
innovative businessman Daniel Wesson; and the 
skinny abolitionist Christopher Spencer. We follow 
these men as they compete ferociously, each trying to 
corner the market for repeating weapons in the years 
running up to the outbreak of the American Civil War 
and during the war itself.

Because these innovators had difficulty securing 
government contracts for their weapons during the 
war (American government agents believed that 
repeating weapons ‘used too much ammunition’), 
they were forced to ply their wares directly to soldiers 
– sometimes just as the soldiers walked into battle. 
These guns were fast and powerful: Winchester’s 
‘Henry’ rifle fired sixteen shots without reloading at a 
time when most enemies could only fire two muzzle-
loaded shots. When these weapons quickly became 
coveted possessions, both during the Civil War and 
then in the conquering of the West, America’s 
romance with personal ownership of repeating 
weapons was born.

JOHN BAINBRIDGE

GUN BARONS 
The Weapons That Changed America, 
and the Men Who Invented Them
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LINDA McDOUGALL is a 
New Zealand-born journalist, 
television producer and 
author. She is also known for 
being the wife of the late 
Austin Mitchell, who was a 
British journalist and the 
Labour Member of Parliament 
for Great Grimsby from a 
1977 by-election until 2015. 
She is the author of Cherie: 
The Perfect Life of Mrs Blair 
and Westminster Women. She 
lives in North Yorkshire.

• £20

• 352pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907524

• June 2022

• rights: World

Over a decade before Margaret Thatcher swept to 
power, another Englishwoman was running Britain 
from 10 Downing Street: Marcia Williams was the 
first ever female political adviser to a Prime Minister, 
and she was said to have a powerful grip on her boss.

Historian Ben Pimlott called the relationship between 
Marcia and Prime Minister Harold Wilson ‘the most 
famous and mysterious partnership in modern 
political history’. Labour Home Secretary Roy Jenkins 
said Marcia had the best brain and the highest 
courage of all Wilson’s advisers.

But the young, ambitious men she worked with 
believed she had the Prime Minister firmly in her 
control. They said she humiliated him in public and 
screamed at him behind closed doors. According to 
them, Wilson was terrified of Marcia and caved in 
instantly to her eccentric demands. There were strong 
suggestions that all this was the legacy of a passionate 
affair when Harold met Marcia back in the ’50s. ‘Not 
so,’ said Harold and Marcia, and Harold’s wife Mary 
agreed.

There is no doubt Marcia was outspoken, forthright 
and by the standards of the time deeply 
unconventional. But her political skills were 
unmatched, and certainly in the Wilson governments 
of the ’60s she guided him to success with a cool 
hand. This first ever biography of Marcia Williams 
examines the accusations and assumptions that were 
a constant accompaniment to her political career.

LINDA McDOUGALL

MARCIA WILLIAMS
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ROGER MOSEY’s  
extraordinary career in 
broadcasting has 
encompassed jobs such as 
editor of Today on BBC Radio 
4, controller of BBC Radio 5 
Live, head of BBC television 
news and director of the 
corporation’s London 2012 
Olympic Games coverage. He 
is now master of Selwyn 
College, Cambridge. He is the 
author of Getting Out Alive: 
News, Sport and Politics at 
the BBC.

• £16.99

• 304pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907548

• June 2022

• rights: World

In this unique book, one of British broadcasting’s 
most experienced voices examines how the news  
can be made better at a time of existential threat.

Amid a welter of fake news, clickbait, rogue voices  
on social media, demographically dwindling viewers 
and external threats from the government, Roger 
Mosey argues that public service broadcasting must 
buck those trends, eschew the binary and go back  
to basics.

This book describes twenty core ways in which the 
news can save itself by getting smarter, sharper,  
less responsive to social media, more impartial,  
more diverse, more nuanced and less of a punchbag 
for politicians.

Mosey argues that we are at a defining point in the 
history of the news and offers a vision of two possible 
futures: one in which the incitements of populist 
demagogues, the passions of social media and the lure 
of fake news are ever more dominant – or one where 
we fight hard to retain media that has an interest in 
the public good, and where we try to preserve truth, 
fairness and evidence-based judgements.

ROGER MOSEY

20 THINGS THAT 
WOULD MAKE THE 
NEWS BETTER
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INIGO BING has spent a 
lifetime in the law, first as a 
barrister and then as a judge. 
He studied law at the 
University of Birmingham and 
later undertook postgraduate 
study in history at Birkbeck, 
University of London. He is a 
Bencher of the Inner Temple 
and the author of Populism on 
Trial: What Happens When 
Trust in Law Breaks Down.

• £20

• 352pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906626

• April 2022 

• rights: World

Law shapes society and society shapes law. In the 
nineteenth century, the law concentrated on setting 
the legal boundaries to the social cost of progress. 

The twentieth and twenty-first centuries have produced 
new challenges that were unknown to Victorians and 
Edwardians. Personal identity and autonomy, equal 
citizenship, the relationship of citizens to those in 
power, the freedom to protest and to speak freely and 
a belief that there can be choices about life and death 
have now assumed an importance they never had in 
times past. Law now encompasses ethics and morals. 

While we expect Parliament to revise or repeal laws, it 
has often been legal cases in the courts that have 
identified the need for change. This book tells the 
stories of ten cases which came before the courts 
where the decision of judges or juries had a lasting 
impact on the society we inhabit. These legal decisions 
have either sketched the map of future progress  
or articulated inherent unwritten rights which 
Parliament would prefer to keep quiet about. This is 
not a textbook, nor a comprehensive survey, but an 
attempt to show why legal cases are just as important 
to making our world as laws made by Parliament or 
social and cultural changes within society.

INIGO BING

THE TEN LEGAL  
CASES THAT MADE 
MODERN BRITAIN
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WILL HAYWARD is an 
award-winning journalist 
based in Wales, with 
accolades including 2018’s 
Feature Writer of the Year at 
the prestigious NCTJ Awards 
and 2019’s Welsh Journalist 
of the Year at the Wales Media 
Awards. He is the author of 
Lockdown Wales: How 
Covid-19 Tested Wales.

• £20

• 320pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907630

• November 2022

• rights: World

Independent Wales gets to the heart of an issue which 
is sure to move to the forefront of the United 
Kingdom’s agenda in the coming months and years. 
Independence movements are gaining momentum 
across Europe and support for an independent Wales 
is at an all-time high. The latest polls suggest that 
almost one in three people in Wales are in favour of 
independence. To call this support unprecedented is 
an understatement. Just seven years ago, it was 
languishing closer to one in ten.

The lesson from Scotland’s independence referendum 
in 2014 is that once the independence genie is out of 
the bottle, it does not go back in. The Brexit campaign 
and its aftermath show us that these arguments come 
with inflated claims, misinformation and 
scaremongering that tend to overwhelm a complex 
debate. Will Hayward brings nuance back to the arena 
for this national conversation, providing a seminal 
text on the issue. His interviews take place in the 
Senedd, the local small businesses, the pubs, the 
Cardiff Six Nations rugby crowds, the Welsh military, 
the north of Wales, the south of Wales and 
everywhere in between.

Anyone with an interest in the future of the United 
Kingdom and the growing presence of independence 
movements deserves an impartial, informed, 
thoroughly entertaining and accessible source of 
information in order to raise the standard of debate 
around a question that will significantly affect us all.

WILL HAYWARD

INDEPENDENT WALES
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JOHN DENHAM is the 
former Labour Member of 
Parliament for Southampton 
Itchen and served in the 
government as Secretary of 
State for Innovation, 
Universities and Skills and 
Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local 
Government. He is director of 
the Centre for English Identity 
and Politics at Southampton 
University and the English 
Labour Network. He lives in 
Southampton.

• £20

• 352pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785905711

• November 2022

• rights: World

England is broken and the United Kingdom is bitterly 
divided. The rupture of Brexit is a symptom rather 
than a cause of divisions, and the tensions we now 
face threaten political and social stability and the 
foundations of the union itself.
 
In this book, former Labour Cabinet minister John 
Denham makes a new and urgent argument 
exploring how the roots of many of these British 
divisions lie in the exclusion of England and the 
English from our structures of governance – divisions 
exacerbated by those who have sought to impose 
their own cosmopolitan values on people who value 
nation, people and place, dismissing English 
nationalism as a right-wing nostalgia trip.
 
‘Englishness’ and ‘Britishness’ have increasingly 
come to reflect different values. The response must be 
the establishment of a Parliament for England; a 
radical and entrenched devolution of power within 
England; and the re-founding of the union as a 
voluntary collaboration of nations.
 
In short, England must be allowed to determine its 
own democratic institutions free from the impositions 
of the UK state. Unhealed, a divided England will 
foster more political disruption in the future.

JOHN DENHAM

THE REBUILDING  
OF ENGLAND
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PETER CRUDDAS founded 
CMC Markets in 1989 and 
grew the business rapidly, 
launching one of the world’s 
first online trading platforms 
in 1996. Today it is a FTSE 250 
company with over  
£250 million in net operating 
income and 750 employees. 
Lord Cruddas was co-
treasurer of the Conservative 
Party from June 2011 until 
March 2012 and was a 
co-founder of the pro-Brexit 
campaign group Vote Leave. In 
2006, he founded the Peter 
Cruddas Foundation, which 
aims to benefit disadvantaged 
and disengaged young people 
in society.

• £20

• 400pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907296

• March 2022

• rights: World

The son of a meat market porter and an office cleaner, 
Peter Cruddas left Shoreditch Comprehensive School 
at the age of fifteen with no qualifications and a 
part-time job as a milkman. Today he’s Lord Cruddas 
of Shoreditch, the founder of a £1.5 billion financial 
trading company and a distinguished philanthropist, 
giving to over 200 charities through his foundation, 
which helps young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

Fed up with Labour’s economic mismanagement, 
Cruddas began his foray into politics, becoming a key 
Conservative Party donor. But after being elevated to 
treasurer in 2011, he fell victim to a Sunday Times 
sting in which he was falsely accused of breaking the 
law on party donations. With unflinching honesty, he 
reveals the full story of his successful libel battle and 
opens a Pandora’s box of profound wider questions 
about newspaper dark arts and the power of the 
British press over the judicial system.

Refusing to be scared off from the political world, 
Cruddas co-founded the winning Vote Leave 
campaign. Here, he gives a detailed insider view of 
the real reasons behind the victory and contemplates 
how Britain can now thrive outside the EU.

Filled with heartbreak and elation, this is the 
extraordinary story of Cruddas’s epic rise from an 
east London council estate to a Mayfair mansion – 
and includes plenty of tips for budding billionaires.
. 

PETER CRUDDAS

PASSPORT TO SUCCESS
From Milkman to Mayfair
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• £9.99

• 368pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907562

• August 2022

• rights: UKC excl. CAN

“A gripping story of power games and hubris.” 
THE OBSERVER

Break-Up tells the inside story of how an alliance that goes 
back thirty years was ripped apart amid shocking claims 
of sexual assault, driving a wedge through the once 
unbreakable unity of the Scottish National Party. With 
unrivalled access to both camps and the women who 
made the allegations, and with rigorously fair-minded 
reporting, journalists David Clegg and Kieran Andrews go 
behind the headlines to uncover the truth about this 
extraordinary episode, in a piece of political history that 
reads like a thriller.

DAVID CLEGG and KIERAN ANDREWS

• £10.99

• 384pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907364

• March 2022

• rights: World

“An incisive and compelling analysis of how muddled 
political thinking has caused our immigration laws to go 
so badly wrong, and what must be done to reform them.” 
THE SECRET BARRISTER

In this vital and alarming book, campaigner and barrister 
Colin Yeo tackles the subject of immigration with dexterity 
and rigour, offering a roadmap of where we should go from 
here as he exposes the iniquities of a system that is 
unforgiving, unfeeling and, ultimately, failing. 

COLIN YEO

BREAK-UP
How Alex Salmond and Nicola Sturgeon Went to War

WELCOME TO BRITAIN
Fixing Our Broken Immigration System
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• £9.99

• 256pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785906657

• January 2022

• rights: World

“A provocative and valuable appraisal of the existential 
question facing Ireland and the UK.” THE GUARDIAN

For over two centuries, the ‘Irish question’ has dogged UK 
politics. Though the Good Friday Agreement carved a 
fragile peace from the bloodshed of the Troubles, the Brexit 
process has shown just how uneasy that peace always was.

In this new, fully updated edition of A United Ireland, 
Kevin Meagher argues that a reasoned, pragmatic discussion 
about Northern Ireland’s status is now long overdue, and 
questions that have remained unasked (and perhaps 
unthought) must now be answered.

KEVIN MEAGHER

• £9.99

• 304pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907593

• August 2022

• rights: World

“A gripping appraisal of Northern Ireland’s turbulent first 
century. Essential reading for anyone who wants to 
understand how we have got to where we are today.” 
BELFAST TELEGRAPH

In a stark but reasoned critique, Kevin Meagher traces the 
landmark events in Northern Ireland’s century of 
existence, exploring the missed signals, the turning 
points, the principled decisions that at various stages 
should have been taken, as well as the raw realpolitik of 
how Northern Ireland has been governed over the past 
100 years.

KEVIN MEAGHER

A UNITED IRELAND 
Why Unification Is Inevitable  
and How It Will Come About

WHAT A BLOODY AWFUL COUNTRY 
Northern Ireland’s century of division
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• £9.99

• 368pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907340

• March 2022

• rights: World English

“Refreshing and eloquent.” LIBBY PURVES, THE TIMES

John Quin worked for thirty-three years as a physician for 
the NHS in both Scotland and England, specialising in 
endocrinology. He was told the subject was easy because 
‘hormones – well, they just go up and down’. This, it turned 
out, was something of an over-simplification.

Darkly amusing and with a keen eye for the absurd, this 
sharply observed memoir is not only an acute insight into 
the farcical frustrations and tensions of working in a 
chronically underfunded system but also a timely 
reminder of the humanity of the NHS staff who care for us.

JOHN QUIN

• £9.99

• 320pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907395

• June 2022

• rights: World

Despite the acres of speculation devoted to special advisers 
in recent years, from Alastair Campbell to Dominic 
Cummings, their role is much misunderstood. Who are 
the people Piers Morgan once called ‘these miserable little 
creatures’ and just how much influence do they have? 
Packed with advice on navigating the perks and pitfalls of 
the job, The Secret Life of Special Advisers will inform and 
entertain anyone who has ever wondered what these 
mysterious figures really do all day.

PETER CARDWELL

DR QUIN, MEDICINE MAN

THE SECRET LIFE OF SPECIAL ADVISERS
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• £12.99

• 464pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907371

• February 2022

• rights: World English

“A dark remembrance of 1953, when nuclear annihilation 
was only the press of a button away.”
BOOKS OF THE YEAR, THE SPECTATOR

January 1953. It is eight years on from the most destructive 
conflict in human history and the Cold War has entered its 
deadliest phase. As the competing superpowers square up 
in political and military battles around the globe, every 
city has become a potential battleground and every citizen 
a target. 1953 is set to be a year of living dangerously. 

ROGER HERMISTON

• £9.99

• 368pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907333

• January 2022

• rights: UK & US

“Forensic and gripping … Reads like a James Bond novel.” 
IMPACT INVESTOR

In 2017, Arif Naqvi and The Abraaj Group were on the 
brink of changing the world of private equity. Abraaj was a 
pioneer of impact investing, it had helped transform 
communities and companies across the world by 
financing healthcare, education and clean energy projects, 
and it was about to close a new fund worth $6 billion. But 
then it all came crashing down.

BRIAN BRIVATI

TWO MINUTES TO MIDNIGHT
1953 – The Year of Living Dangerously

ICARUS 
The Life and Death of the Abraaj Group
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• £9.99

• 400pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907302

• February 2022

• rights: World English

“Turn these pages to revel in a brilliant and gripping analysis 
of the monarchy and the House of Windsor by Clive Irving, 
the master of investigative journalism. What a story!”
ROBERT LACEY, AUTHOR OF BATTLE OF BROTHERS

‘The Firm’, as the royal family styles itself, is a mess. Any 
consultants called in from outside to scrutinise its inner 
workings would find all the familiar flaws of a family 
business that has outgrown its original scale and design. 
And this will be a profound problem when the Queen dies, 
because make no bones about it, the Queen’s mortality 
determines the mortality of the monarchy. Under  
Charles III, the monarchy’s very survival is in doubt.

CLIVE IRVING

• £9.99

• 304pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785906473

• January 2021

• rights: World

“A sparkling account of the often very unregal goings-on 
at the palace. Richly laced with insider gossip, this is 
behind-the-scenes royal history at its most entertaining.” 
DAILY MAIL

For more than 300 years, Kensington Palace has played host 
to a colourful cast of kings, queens and assorted aristocratic 
hangers-on. With exclusive interviews with palace staff past 
and present, fascinating historical details and a fully updated 
postscript considering what life after Kensington holds for 
Harry and Meghan, this book offers a rare behind-the-scenes 
insight into one of Britain’s most iconic residences.

TOM QUINN

THE LAST QUEEN  
The Remarkable Story of Elizabeth II’s Seventy-
Year Reign and the Future of the Monarchy

KENSINGTON PALACE 
An Intimate Memoir from Queen Mary  
to Meghan Markle
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• £9.99

• 304pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907586

• July 2022

• rights: World

“A funny, engaging and moving memoir. Rabina captures 
nuances and shatters stereotypes.” 
FATIMA MANJI, CHANNEL 4 NEWS

Engaging and sharply observed, My Hair Is Pink Under 
This Veil gives a candid insight into the life of a hijab-
wearing Muslim woman in modern Britain.

Clear-sighted and often deeply affecting about the 
struggles facing Muslim women, My Hair Is Pink Under 
This Veil is at its heart an inspiring story about the power 
of self-belief and determination to create a fairer world.

RABINA KHAN

• £9.99

• 384pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907609

• August 2022

• rights: World

“Oates takes you on an extraordinary journey from 
teenage rebellion, through the fight for African rights,  
to the top ranks of the British government.” 
LAURA KUENSSBERG

Aged fifteen and armed with a credit card stolen from his 
father, Jonny Oates boarded a plane to Addis Ababa. His 
plan? To single-handedly save the Ethiopian people from 
the devastating 1985 famine. Shot through with warmth 
and humour, this heart-stoppingly candid memoir reflects 
on the challenges of balancing idealism and pragmatism, 
reminding us that lasting change comes from working 
together rather than standing alone.

JONNY OATES

MY HAIR IS PINK UNDER THIS VEIL

I NEVER PROMISED YOU A ROSE GARDEN
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• £9.99

• 384pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785906787

• June 2021

• rights: World

“A biography brimming with colour and insight that 
brings both the character of the man and his many 
achievements vividly to life.”
ANDREW RAWNSLEY, THE OBSERVER

Statesman, pre-eminent leader and founder of the free 
world’s then largest and most formidable trade union, 
Ernest Bevin was one of the most rousing figures of the 
twentieth century. Andrew Adonis restores this 
charismatic statesman to his rightful place among the 
pantheon of Britain’s greatest political leaders.

ANDREW ADONIS

• £9.99

• 368pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785906602

• May 2021

• rights: World

WINNER OF THE TELEGRAPH FOOTBALL BOOK OF THE 
YEAR AWARD
 
“Glory, influence and the sheer volume of talent are clear 
themes of French football over the past twenty-five years. 
Matt Spiro goes deeper and covers the complications of 
culture and race, too. This is a book about modern France 
as well as modern French football.” THE ATHLETIC

MATTHEW SPIRO

ERNEST BEVIN 
Labour’s Churchill

SACRÉ BLEU 
Zidane to Mbappé – A football journey
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• £14.99

• 320pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785906923

• June 2021

• rights: World

“A fascinating, thoughtful, clear and authoritative  
analysis of Brexit and its ongoing aftermath.” 
PROFESSOR BRIAN COX, PHYSICIST AND BROADCASTER

In this clear-headed assessment, Chris Grey argues that 
the painful legacy of Brexit was all but inevitable. This 
compelling book skilfully unpacks those events, 
explaining how and why the promise of Brexit dissolved, 
creating discontent on all sides.

CHRIS GREY

• £12.99

• 448pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785906794

• July 2021

• rights: World English

“Reading The Father was a transformative act, one that 
opened new doors and possibilities. In its own way, and 
with its particular style, it is amongst the most significant 
books I have ever read.” 
PHILIPPE SANDS

The Father is an extraordinary account of a scarred son 
struggling to comprehend the depravity of the acts that 
were committed by his father. Whereas other descendants 
of Hitler’s henchmen and co-collaborators have tried to 
explain or to forget the crimes of their forebears, Niklas 
Frank’s disgust for his father’s actions is unremitting. This 
book is his attempt to seek revenge.

NIKLAS FRANK

BREXIT UNFOLDED 
How no one got what they wanted  
(and why they were never going to)

THE FATHER: A REVENGE 
A son’s judgement on his Nazi war criminal father
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MICHAEL COCKERELL  
has been a BBC TV political 
reporter and documentary-
maker for fifty years, winning 
a string of awards for his witty 
and eye-opening profiles of 
our top politicians. ‘You are no 
one in British politics until 
you’ve been Cockerelled,’ said 
one newspaper. He is an 
honorary fellow of his Oxford 
college, Corpus Christi, and 
was for ten years visiting 
professor of politics at 
Nottingham University. He is a 
regular radio broadcaster and 
writes for The Times, Daily 
Mail, The Guardian and The 
Spectator.

• £20

• 368pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906855

• September 2021

• rights: UK Comm

BOOK OF THE WEEK FOR THE DAILY MAIL

Our political leaders spend their careers spinning 
their images and polishing their achievements; 
Michael Cockerell has spent his professional life 
stripping off the gloss. Over fifty years, he has gained 
unrivalled access to the secret chambers of 
Westminster and Whitehall. Here, he reveals in 
illuminating and often hilarious stories what our top 
politicians are really like behind the mask.

Drawing on his unique experience of having filmed 
all of the past ten Prime Ministers, Cockerell tells how 
he manages to lull some of the most wary people in 
the land into candour, and shows how questions of 
sex are never far from the surface in Westminster. 
Among much else, he recounts: how Margaret 
Thatcher flirted with him on screen but attacked him 
by name in the Commons; how Tony Blair said he 
would willingly ‘pay the blood price’ in Iraq; how 
David Cameron learned from Enoch Powell always to 
make a big speech on a full bladder – and how Boris 
Johnson admitted to doubts about his ability to be 
Prime Minister.

Revealing how our politicians have reacted during 
some of the most pivotal events in our recent history, 
Unmasking Our Leaders also provides a compelling 
insight into a career working in political television 
and foreign reporting, where tensions, rivalries and 
life-threatening danger are all part of the package.

MICHAEL COCKERELL

UNMASKING OUR 
LEADERS 
Confessions of a Political 
Documentary-Maker
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ANDREW MITCHELL is an 
active member of the House 
of Commons and a fierce 
defender of his constituents. 
He is also a fellow at 
Cambridge University, a 
visiting fellow at Harvard 
University and an honorary 
professor at the University of 
Birmingham. He lives in 
London and the Midlands with 
his wife, Sharon, with whom 
he has two daughters, Hannah 
and Rosie.

• £20

• 384pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906985

• October 2021

• rights: World English

“This is an unusual memoir – honest, self-
deprecating and rich in anecdote. A fundamental 
streak of decency runs throughout.” 
CHRIS MULLIN, THE SPECTATOR

From his prep school years, straight out of Evelyn 
Waugh, through the Army to Cambridge, the City of 
London and the Palace of Westminster, Andrew 
Mitchell has passed through a series of British 
institutions at a time of furious social and political 
change – in the process becoming rather more 
cynical about the British Establishment. 

He brilliantly lifts the lid on the dark arts of the 
government Whips’ Office (‘Whipping, like stripping, 
is best done in private’) and reveals how he 
accidentally started Boris Johnson’s political career 
and later naively backed him to be Prime Minister – 
an act which rebounded on him spectacularly.

Engagingly honest about the author’s ups and downs 
in politics, Beyond a Fringe is crammed with 
hilarious political anecdotes and irresistible insider 
gossip from the heart of Westminster.

ANDREW MITCHELL

BEYOND A FRINGE 
Tales from a reformed  
Establishment lackey
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OLIVER LETWIN served as 
Minister for Government 
Policy and Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, chaired a 
range of Cabinet committees, 
acted as Minister for National 
Resilience and was a member 
of the National Security 
Council.

• £20

• 288pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906848

• August 2021

• rights: World

China’s rise as a global superpower has completely 
reshaped the landscape of international politics. As 
the country’s authoritarian regime becomes 
increasingly assertive on the world stage, the United 
States grows ever more hostile to its Asian rival. 
Repressive moves by China in Xinjiang and Hong 
Kong, military activities in the South China Sea and 
Western measures against Chinese companies have 
only exacerbated tensions. While the great powers of 
East and West battle over hegemony, the world is 
being led inexorably towards a new Cold War.

During his time as a Cabinet minister attending 
National Security Council meetings, Oliver Letwin 
realised that there was no agreement among Western 
politicians and academics on how to conduct a 
peaceful long-term relationship with China. China vs 
America traces the contours of history, both ancient 
and modern, to explain how China has emerged as a 
challenger to American power in the twenty-first 
century and why this has created such uneasiness in 
the West.

In this robust and controversial assessment, Letwin 
argues that the international rules-based order is 
completely ill-equipped to foster a positive 
relationship between China and the United States and 
that the global community must act now to correct the 
collision course these two behemoths are currently on 
before it’s too late.

OLIVER LETWIN

CHINA VS AMERICA 
A Warning
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PETER BROOKES is the 
political cartoonist for The 
Times. Among other honours, 
he has won the British Press 
Awards Cartoonist of the Year 
eight times, the Political 
Cartoon Society’s Cartoonist 
of the Year six times and the 
Cartoon Art Trust Award six 
times. He won the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
Cartoon Art Trust in 2017 and 
was appointed CBE in the 
same year. He has produced 
several highly successful 
collections of his work.

• £20

• 112pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906886

• October 2021

• rights: World English

Desperate Times is the brilliant and unflinching new 
collection of sketches of contemporary political life by 
The Times’s master of satire, Peter Brookes.

Within these pages, the multiple winner of the British 
Press Awards Cartoonist of the Year showcases the 
standout pieces from his political cartoons in The 
Times, up to the minute and breathtaking in their bite 
and wit.

Cataloguing two of the most turbulent years on 
record, Desperate Times provides an unsparing 
critique of political leaders and events at home and 
abroad. From Brexit and Megxit to Trump’s departure 
and the arrival of the Covid-19 pandemic, this 
collection of exquisitely crafted cartoons provides 
vivid proof, were it needed, that we are indeed living 
through desperate times.

PETER BROOKES

DESPERATE TIMES
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TOM QUINN is the author 
of Kensington Palace: An 
Intimate Memoir from Queen 
Mary to Meghan Markle; The 
Reluctant Billionaire: The 
Tragic Life of Gerald 
Grosvenor, Sixth Duke of 
Westminster ; Mrs Keppel: 
Mistress to the King; 
Backstairs Billy: The Life of 
William Tallon, the Queen 
Mother’s Most Devoted 
Servant and many more titles.

• £20

• 304pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785906527

• October 2021

• rights: World

George Orwell once said that the British love a really 
good murder. He might have added that the only 
thing the British love more than a good murder is a 
really good scandal, and best of all are the sexual and 
political scandals that take place behind the gilded 
doors of Britain’s royal palaces. From Edward II’s 
intimate relationship with Piers Gaveston to Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle’s dramatic exit from the 
royal family, the royal residences have seen it all.

This glorious romp of a book contains new 
information on well-known and not-so-well-known 
scandals, including those that have only recently 
been revealed through the release of previously secret 
official papers. Exploring surviving palaces such as 
Kensington as well as long-vanished residences 
including Whitehall, Scandals of the Royal Palaces is 
the first in-depth look at the bad behaviour of not just 
the royals themselves but also palace officials, 
courtiers, household servants and hangers-on.

Delving into the bitter hatreds that generations of 
King Georges nursed for their eldest sons, Queen 
Victoria’s opium-fuelled rages and Edward VII’s 
near-miss perjury conviction, royal expert Tom 
Quinn reveals that scandal and the royal family have 
always been bedfellows. And if the behaviour of 
today’s royals is anything to go by, the glittering 
palaces will continue to house intriguing, 
embarrassing and outrageous scandals for centuries 
to come.

TOM QUINN

SCANDALS OF THE 
ROYAL PALACES 
An Intimate Memoir of Royals 
Behaving Badly



| 
C

AT
A

LO
G

U
E 

20
22

 R
EC

EN
T 

H
IG

H
LI

G
H

TS
35

 
BI

TE
BA

C
K 

PU
BL

IS
H

IN
G

LORD ASHCROFT kcmg pc  
is an international businessman, 
philanthropist, author and 
pollster. His books include 
Call Me Dave: The 
Unauthorised Biography of 
David Cameron; White Flag? 
An Examination of the UK’s 
Defence Capability; Going for 
Broke: The Rise of Rishi 
Sunak ; Red Knight: The 
Unauthorised Biography of Sir 
Keir Starmer ; and First Lady: 
Intrigue at the Court of Carrie 
and Boris Johnson. 

• £25

• 416pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907142

• November 2021

• rights: World

The Falklands War, which may prove to be the last 
‘colonial’ war that Britain ever fights, took place in 
1982. Fought 8,000 miles from home soil, it cost the 
lives of 255 British military personnel, with many 
more wounded, some seriously.

The war also witnessed many acts of outstanding 
courage by the UK Armed Forces after a strong Task 
Force was sent to regain the islands from the 
Argentine invaders. Soldiers, sailors and airmen 
risked, and in some cases gave, their lives for the 
freedom of 1,820 islanders.

Lord Ashcroft, who has been fascinated by bravery 
since he was a young boy, has amassed several 
medal collections over the past four decades, 
including the world’s largest collection of Victoria 
Crosses, Britain and the Commonwealth’s most 
prestigious gallantry award.

Falklands War Heroes tells the stories behind his 
collection of valour and service medals awarded for 
the Falklands War. The collection, almost certainly 
the largest of its kind in the world, spans all the major 
events of the war.

This book, which contains nearly forty individual 
write-ups, has been written to mark the fortieth 
anniversary of the war. It champions the outstanding 
bravery of our Armed Forces during an undeclared 
war that was fought and won over ten weeks in the 
most challenging conditions.

MICHAEL ASHCROFT

FALKLANDS  
WAR HEROES 
Extraordinary true stories of  
bravery in the South Atlantic
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IAIN DONNELLY spent 
thirty years in policing and 
worked in a variety of covert 
policing, counter-terrorism 
and serious crime 
investigation roles in both 
London and the West 
Midlands. He is now an 
adviser to technology 
companies developing public 
safety solutions.

• £20

• 368pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907166

• November 2021

• rights: World

In thirty years on the front line of British policing, 
there is very little that Iain Donnelly didn’t do: from 
being a uniformed constable on the beat in London to 
running counter-terrorism and surveillance 
operations, combating child sexual exploitation and 
overseeing the investigation of the most serious 
crimes. During that time, he saw the job change 
irrevocably, to the point where the public no longer 
knows what to expect from the police and the police 
service no longer knows what to expect of itself.

Tango Juliet Foxtrot – police code for ‘the job’s fucked’ 
– reveals how constant political meddling and a 
hostile media narrative have had a devastating 
impact on the morale of police officers and their 
ability to protect the public. With the organisation cut 
by 20,000 officers and 23,000 police staff, only 7 per 
cent of reported crime now results in a charge – 
compared with around 20 per cent ten years ago.

By turns fascinating and funny, poignant and 
uplifting, this compelling account paints a vivid 
picture of what life is really like for those tasked with 
keeping us safe – and, crucially, explores what needs 
to change to secure the future of British policing.

IAIN DONNELLY

TANGO JULIET 
FOXTROT 
How did it all go wrong  
for British policing?



| 
C

AT
A

LO
G

U
E 

20
22

 R
EC

EN
T 

H
IG

H
LI

G
H

TS
37

 
BI

TE
BA

C
K 

PU
BL

IS
H

IN
G

ALEX DEANE is a former 
Conservative Party aide and a 
non-practising barrister. He is 
a regular commentator on 
political events on UK and 
international news channels. 
A partner in a global business 
consultancy, he was for some 
time a local councillor, until he 
received some extremely 
robust advice from his 
electorate.

• £12.99

• 304 pages

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907104

• August 2021

• rights: World

History is full to the brim with untold tales of heroics 
and villainy, gruesome battles, hilarious happenings 
and downright bizarre coincidences. Meet the war 
veteran who lost an eye and amputated his own 
fingers. Discover the original Die Hards, whose 
bravery would put even Bruce Willis to shame. Just 
who stole the still-missing Irish crown jewels and how 
did Adeline, Countess of Cardigan, scandalise society 
so completely?

In Lessons from History, Alex Deane takes us on an 
uproarious romp through the tales you didn’t hear at 
school. With stories ranging from the little-known 
characters who played their vital parts in the world’s 
most famous wars to the remarkable adventures of 
figures across the centuries, to events so 
extraordinary as to be almost – almost – unbelievable, 
this book proves that fact is almost always wilder 
than fiction. Bringing these stories joyfully and often 
poignantly back to life, Deane finally shines a light on 
the tales lost to history, and on what we might learn 
from them today.

ALEX DEANE

LESSONS FROM 
HISTORY 
Hidden heroes and villains of the past 
and what we can learn from them
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DANIEL MEUREN is a 
journalist for the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung. 

TOBIAS 
SCHÄCHTER works for the 
Badische Neueste 
Nachrichten in Karlsruhe, 
Germany.

• £16.99

• 304pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907234

• September 2021

• rights: World English

When Thomas Tuchel arrived at Chelsea in January 
2021, having been unceremoniously sacked by PSG, 
few could imagine that a mere four months later he 
would be leading the Blues to victory in the UEFA 
Champions League final. Tuchel inherited a misfiring 
Chelsea side that he quickly galvanised with his 
exciting attacking style and brilliant tactical thinking.

But who is Thomas Tuchel? Fans of his former clubs 
PSG, Borussia Dortmund and Mainz would describe 
him as one of the best football managers in the world.

An innovator, tactician, rulebreaker and sometimes 
controversialist, Tuchel went from a youth manager 
with Mainz to the top of the Bundesliga with 
Dortmund in just five years. He has identified and 
nurtured rising talents such as André Schürrle and 
Christian Pulisic and has managed dressing rooms 
full of superstars, including Neymar and Kylian 
Mbappé.

This is the definitive story of Thomas Tuchel, from his 
early days as an academy player at Augsburg and as 
a young manager at Mainz, to his successful but 
conflict-laden stint at Dortmund, his bittersweet 
tenure at PSG and finally his arrival mid-season at 
Chelsea. Compelling and revealing, Thomas Tuchel: 
Rulebreaker provides a fascinating insight into the 
life and mind of one of the most exciting coaching 
talents in football today.

DANIEL MEUREN and  
TOBIAS SCHÄCHTER

THOMAS TUCHEL 
Rulebreaker
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ANONYMOUS was a senior 
member of the British 
intelligence service. After 
writing the manuscript of A 
Spy Called Cynthia, he gave it 
to a junior colleague with the 
explicit instruction that it not 
be published until after his 
death.

• £12.99

• 176pp

• Hardback

• isbn: 9781785907128

• September 2021

• rights: World

Elizabeth Thorpe, codenamed Cynthia, was a 
glamorous American socialite recruited by MI6 to 
obtain intelligence from the Polish Foreign Ministry 
and from the Italian and Vichy French embassies in 
Washington. Her method was to seduce whatever 
targets could provide her with vital intelligence, a 
practice in which she hardly ever failed, enabling her 
to secure first the French and then the Italian naval 
codes. In the landings in North Africa, she was 
credited with having saved the lives of hundreds of 
Allied soldiers.

This unique account by a British spymaster of his 
relationship with Cynthia, detailing his subsequent 
involvement with Kim Philby and the Cambridge 
spies and his dealings with his counterparts in the 
CIA and French intelligence, was entrusted by him to 
a junior colleague on the basis that it was not to be 
published until everyone in it was dead. Necessarily 
anonymous and impossible to fully verify, though 
most of it undoubtedly did happen and is part of the 
historical record, A Spy Called Cynthia provides a 
special insight into the world of intelligence and one 
of its most effective practitioners.

ANONYMOUS

A SPY CALLED CYNTHIA 
And a Life in Intelligence
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JORDAN WYLIE is a 
bestselling author, extreme 
adventurer and charity 
fundraiser. He is one of the 
stars of Channel 4’s 
award-winning and 
BAFTA-nominated Hunted 
and Celebrity Hunted, and he 
appears regularly on 
platforms such as Sky News, 
the BBC and ITV. 

• £9.99

• 320pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907258

• November 2021

• rights: World

THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER

In a tiny country on the Horn of Africa, extreme 
adventurer, former soldier and star of Channel 4’s 
Hunted Jordan Wylie made an extraordinary promise 
to a remarkable young boy. Ibrahim’s home, Djibouti, 
is a refuge from neighbouring war zones, playing host 
to children excluded from the basic privileges we take 
for granted in the West. So, armed with skills learned 
from a lifetime of adventures, Wylie vowed to raise 
funds to build a new school for those children.

And thus began a series of exceptional challenges, 
seeing Wylie row solo across the pirate-infested Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait in a world-first and run extreme 
marathons in ice-cold climates. To cap it off, he 
embarked on a journey stand-up paddleboarding 
around mainland Great Britain, along the way facing 
military firing ranges, crazy teenagers on jet-skis, 
psychotic jellyfish and, finally, Covid-19.

This is the inspirational true story of the lengths one 
man went to fulfil a young boy’s dream – and of the 
good that can be achieved even in the hardest of 
times.

JORDAN WYLIE

THE POWER  
OF THE PADDLE 
One man’s mission to inspire hope 
through the spirit of adventure



| 
C

AT
A

LO
G

U
E 

20
22

 R
EC

EN
T 

H
IG

H
LI

G
H

TS
41

 
BI

TE
BA

C
K 

PU
BL

IS
H

IN
G

HENRY MILNER has been 
one of the UK’s top criminal 
defence solicitors for more 
than forty years, during which 
time he has defended some 
of the most infamous names 
in recent criminal history. He 
founded Henry Milner & 
Company, which is described 
by Chambers and Partners as 
a ‘Rolls-Royce outfit’.

• £9.99

• 368pp

• Paperback

• isbn: 9781785907043

• November 2021

• rights: World

“This is a brilliant and believable novel due to the author 
being one of the UK’s top criminal lawyers. Gorgeously 
entertaining. A fantastic debut from a new rising star.” 
FROST MAGAZINE

A notorious loan shark is shot dead, in broad daylight, 
right outside the front doors of the Old Bailey. The 
killer is arrested at the scene and Adrian Stanford is 
lined up to take on the toughest defence case of his 
career. Can he steer his client past the no-nonsense 
Detective Chief Superintendent ‘Iron-Rod’ Stokes, 
hell-bent on achieving a murder conviction in his last 
case before retirement? That’s assuming he can keep 
his client alive in prison long enough for the trial to go 
ahead. Can his illustrious defence QC, Patrick ‘The 
Edge’ Gorman, swerve the case past the acerbic judge 
known to all as Mack the Knife, whose own resolve is 
being tested to the limit by an adulterous wife? And 
why is London underworld numero uno Big Jake 
Davenport showing such a keen interest in the 
proceedings?

A wickedly eccentric cast of brilliantly drawn 
characters populate this daring debut from one of 
Britain’s top criminal defence lawyers. Dripping with 
sparkling dialogue and delicious wit, Murder at the 
Bailey is a masterly picaresque romp through the 
courtrooms, custody suites and London restaurants 
graced by the cognoscenti.

HENRY MILNER

MURDER AT THE BAILEY
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